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Dear Member and Reader, 

With all the efforts needed to prepare, market, and organize meetups, hackatons and pitching parties it seems there 

is no time left for reporting what actually happened at such events. The Internet is full of announcements of such 

events – but reporting on results seems to be left to “others”. This is why we will put attention on finding “events 

with results” to report about the outcomes of such activities. 

It’s getting warmer on the northern part of our planet – time for making plans for travelling and meeting new and 

old friends. We have a few suggestions. For example, the Baltic Dynamics conference in Kaunas, Lithuania or the  

First SPICE Summer Workshop in Berlin. Enjoy reading more in this newsletter! 

   
Energy Efficiency / Low Carbon Initiative of World Bank  

Eneger Efficienca Negawatt is the name for a competition World Bank has 

started as a global project; at this time in Accra, Nairobi, 

Dar Es Salaam, and Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). This initia-

tive is aimed at empowering communities to innovate 

around local energy issues: is intended to transform 

cities 

cities into more sustainable and energy efficient places. 

In a multi-phase approach startups are invited to create 

solutions for practical energy related problems of “nor-

mal people”. More details introduction article on page 2 

and report about the competition in Accra page 17 

 
Denmark started Regional Growth Forums 

Eneger Efficienca Denmark, since 2014 is implementing a strategy to es-

tablish Regional Growth Forums in six regions (North 

Denmark, Central Denmark South Denmark, Zealand, 

Capital Region and Bornholm) to contribute to growth-

oriented  

oriented parts of the regional development strategies. 

The aim is to realize concrete improvements of the con-

ditions for regional growth. This initiative is co-funded 

by the EU Regional and Social Fund. ...continued on page 4 

 
 Not too late to register, but hurry 

   Services and Innovation Canters for Smart Growth  Putting Keywords together… 

 

The 26th Annual Conference of 

the Polish Association of Busi-

ness and Innovation Centers 

will be held in Poznan. 

 The 20
th

 Annual “Baltic Dy-

namics” will be held in Kaunas 

hosted by Kaunas Science 

&Technology Park.   
More about this event on page 6 of this newsletter  More about this event on page 14 of this newsletter 

   
Not to be missed: 

    “Best Practice - Future Trends”  Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 

 

The ADT Summer School 2015 

will be held in Berlin, September 7 

– 10, 2015. The program offers nine 

modules covering all important 

topics 

 The SPICE Summer Workshop and 

5
th

 SPICE Picnic will take place in 

Berlin in July 2015. For this “for mem-

bers only” event guests can be invited.  
 

topics from planning to operating  incubators. More 

information, see page 3 of this newsletter. 

 In case of interest, contact SPICE Group by email – 

more details on page 12 

    

mailto:heinz@spice-group.net?subject=SPICE%20Summer%20Workshop%202015
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    NEGAWATT:  Solutions for Energy Efficiency Low Carbon Growth 

 World Bank has initiated a competition aimed at em-

powering communities to innovate around local ener-

gy issues: Negawatt. This initiative aims to transform 

cities into more sustainable and energy efficient plac-

es. Cities have been selected on the basis of their gov-

ernments' commitment to energy efficiency as well as 

the 

another to address the challenge statements developed 

during the design thinking workshop to come up with 

potential solutions that they refine and pitch in front of 

a jury. The teams with the most promising ideas are 

eligible to move on to the next phase as semi-finalists. 

Accelerate: Negawatt Bootcamp Each of the semi-

finalists.  

 
the existence of dynamic 

and growing entrepreneurial 

and technology sectors.  

The 
 

finalists gets the best possible 

chance to further develop their 

idea during an intense three 

week phases of the competition are  

Trouble Shoot: Challenge Definition Day. The first 

phase brings together a diverse group representing the 

city’s public and private sectors for a workshop to 

condense experiences of energy inefficiencies. This 

step results in concrete Challenge Statements.  

Gather: Local meet-ups. This second phase of the 

competition opens capacity building meetups starting 

with the Challenge Statements featuring local experts 

and entrepreneurs to inspire and encourage participa-

tion in Negawatt Weekend.  

Prototype: Negawatt Weekend. Participants of a 

Negawatt Weekend form teams and compete with one  

week bootcamp with training and coaching. 

Pitch: Demo day. In this final phase, the teams are 

invited to compete with their international counter-

parts; to pitch at Demo Day. Teams upload their demo 

videos on the Negawatt website; the Negawatt com-

munity and the public can vote for their favorites. 

For the actual round of the Negawatt competition four 

cities have been selected: Accra (Ghana), Nairobi 

(Nigeria) Dar Es Salaam (Tanzania) and Rio de Janei-

ro (Brazil). As an example, we report on the Negawatt 

Weekend in Accra, Ghana (article on page 17). 

Conditions for participation and details about the 

judging criteria are available on the Negawatt website   

  New Social Entrepreneurship Network started 

 Network is a new platform, supported by the UK Cab-

inet Office. It is registered as company and charity in 

the United Kingdome and will be working with social 

entreprene 

 

and hosted initially 

by UnLtd, and ex-

pand out to contribu-

tions entrepreneurs around the world. GSEN will utilize the 

learning, models and expertise from the UK and from 

all other country members to become a peer learning 

service for support agencies, with the potential to open 

out to social entrepreneurs themselves as a virtual 

social incubator at a future point.  

Agencies supporting early stage social entrepreneurs 

from across the world are invited to benefit from 

learning and sharing as well as technology transfer. 

The secretariat coordinating the approach is UK based 

tions from members on a sharing economy model.  

At the Annual conference of the Asian Venture Phi-

lanthropy Network in Singapore GSEN will host a 

session on April 23, 2015 to discuss how partnerships 

help to increase collective impact. 

GSEN is looking for a Developer to build this network 

and raise resources for it to continue. More infor-

mation is available through the GSEN website. 

Contact: global@unltd.org.uk  

Website: http://gsen.unltd.org.uk/index.php  

  Student from Nairobi, Kenya wins the GSEA Global Social Impact Honorary Award 
Wangechi Mwangi, a third year student at Strathmore 

University in Nairobi, Kenya also is co-founder and 

CEO of Valuraha Group. This company, client of the 

that simulates the investment ecosystem in Kenya. 

 The club activities lead up to the Value Investment 

Challenge that is hosted within Strathmore University. 

 

“@iBiz Africa” incubator, is 

“Building a market place of 

Kenya's Investment Opportuni- 

The GSEA is a competi-

tion that it helps students  

grow their businesses and learn from experienced 

entrepreneurs. The program provides mentorship, 

learning, support and recognition for student entrepre-

neurship. Wangechi participated in the global competi-

tion as winner of the East African chapter of GSEA 

that was organized by @iBiz Africa that is part of the 

@iLab Africa, a Centre of Excellence in ICT Innova-

tion and Development; an independent entity in the IT 

Faculty at Strathmore University. 

For more details see blog of @iBiz Africa  

Contact: Bernard Chiira, email 

Contact Wangechi Mwangi¸ email  

SDO Profile: @iBiz Africa and @iLab Africa  

Website: Valuraha Group  /  GSEA 

ties to make easy and informed investment decisions”. 

At the “Global Student Entrepreneur Awards 

(GSEA)”, organized by the “Entrepreneurs’ Organiza-

tion (EO)”, Wangechi Mwangi was competing with 

2,000 applicants from 38 countries. Recently she 

received the Global Social Impact Award at a cere-

mony in Washington, DC. 

Together with her co-founder Kinyanjui Njoroge, 

Wangechi started Valuraha  Group to help young 

people learn how to save and invest money. Valuraha 

organizes investment clubs in high schools. Here 

students together learn about personal finance and 

investing and interact with a virtual trading platform  

    

http://www.negawattchallenge.com/about/
http://avpn.asia/
http://avpn.asia/
http://gsen.unltd.org.uk/plan.php
mailto:global@unltd.org.uk
http://gsen.unltd.org.uk/index.php
http://www.valuraha.com/home.html
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2857
http://www.eonetwork.org/eo-gsea
https://ilabafricastrathmore.wordpress.com/category/ibizafrica/
mailto:ilabafrica@strathmore.edu
mailto:hello@valuraha.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2857
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2856
http://www.valuraha.com/home.html
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     ADT Spring Conference Schmalkalden: The Secrets of Successful Business Incubators 
  

 

The spring conferences of ADT, the 

German Federal Business Incubator 

Association, traditionally focus on 

practical means of business incuba-

tion 

ence and Digital Society of Thuringia, in his opening 

speech made clear that business incubators are inte-

gral part of the economic development strategy for 

the State. This conference section included presenta-

tions 

 
tion management. The conference held in April 2015 in 

Schmalkalden / Thuringia, titled “The secrets of success-

ful Incubator Operation” followed this tradition and pro-

vided experiences and insights from structural concepts 

of incubator room planning to quality control systems 

and networking.  

tions and discussions on management and outcomes 

of net-works for specific purposes – from innovation 

and technology transfer to medicine technology to 

the digital economy. 

The concluding panel discussed "Innovation centers 

between the national economy / regional benefits and  

Especially interesting, for example, were insights 

provided by Alexander Rupprecht from the per-

spective of Regensburg where experiences from 

operating a successful incubator since 2001 (IT 

Speicher) has found its way into the planning of 

the new “TechBase” that from end of 2015 will 

provide 13,000 m² of usable space. This new 

facility, built taking latest energy saving and 

communication technology into account, will 

become the “nucleus” for the “TechCampus” that 

will re-use a  

 
Regensburg: TechBase, TechCampus & BioPark 

economic necessi-

ty“. 

The ADT Spring 

conference was 

hosted by the 

“Technology and 

Startup Promotion 

Agency Schmal- 

kalden / Derm-

bach” that is op-

erati will re-use a former military barrack and together with 

TechBase and Bio Park  (see map) is expected to in-

crease 

erating 20 years and has contributed much to 

strengthening the technology and innovation basis of 

crease the impact on the 

regional economic devel-

opment significantly. An-

other example for making 

use of experiences for 

building new entrepre-

neurship 
  

the regional industry. 

Last not least is worth 

mentioning that the 

social program includ-

ed a visit the historical 

city of Schmalkalden 

and  entrepreneurship hubs was provided from the Berlin 

perspective. Here new facilities are being planned for the 

South-West of the city and for the Tegel airport area that 

still is used as an airport, but the day will come when the 

new airport is ready….  

These and other topics of practical relevance for incuba-

tor 

and an evening reception in the FBF gallery at the 

church of St George, a unique historical ensemble of 

the Middle Ages.  

Mark your calendar: The annual conference of ADT 

will be held in Berlin, September 20 - 22. September 

2015 in the Innovation Park Wuhlheide. 

tor managers were complemented by support 

from the political sector. Iris Gleike, State Secre-

tary of the Federal Ministry for Economy stressed 

the importance her their appreciation of the suc-

cessful work business incubators have done for 

developing the development of new technology 

based businesses and encouraged incubators to 

continue contributing to improving the entrepre-

neurial culture in Germany.  

Wolfgang Tiefensee, Minister for Economy Sci-

ence 
 

The conference presentations are 

available for association members on 

the ADT Website 

SDO Profile ADT 

SDO Profile TGZ Schmalkalden  

Contact: Ute Jantzen  

SDO Profiles Regensburg IT Spei-

cher  and BioPark  /  

SDO Profile Berlin Innovation Park 

Wuhlheide 

     ADT Summer School 2015 “Best Practice - Future Trends” 
  The 1st ADT-Summer School 

"German Technology Centers: 

Best Practice - Future Trends" 

will be held in Berlin, September 

7 - 10, 2015.  

The summer school will include 9 modules cover-

ing topics from an overview “Germany´s Tech-

nology Centers and Parks – Elements of the Eco-

nomic Structural Change” through “Set-up and 

Development of Technology Centers and Parks”,  

The summer school addresses political decision mak-

ers, representatives of regional business development 

agencies, tech-transfer officers as well as managers of 

incubation and technology centers and parks. Speakers 

of the Summer School will be experienced managers 

of leading German incubators and parks. 

“Financing and Management of Technology Centers”, 

and “Development of Technology Clusters” to “Interna-

tional Networking of Technology Regions” and “Start-

up support services, Public Relations and Marketing. 

For more details, download the flyer from website. 

Contact: Andrea Glaser; Website: ADT 

   

http://www.adt-online.de/index.php?article_id=58&itemId=12
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=936
mailto:adt@adt-online.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2571
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2571
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Innovation%20Park%20Wuhlheide
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Innovation%20Park%20Wuhlheide
http://www.spice-group.de/actual/#1031
mailto:glaser@adt-online.de
http://wwww.adt-online.de/
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 infoShare - Tech & Media Festival in Gdansk, Poland 

 More than 3,500 participants are expected to attend the 

event infoShare to be held in Gdansk, Poland in June 

2015. The first edition of this event was held already in  

3
rd

 Place: Audiotrip allows you to easily find your-

self in a new place as it precisely guides you along 

the route with a passionate narrative of local experts. 

2007, and this year organizers advertise participants 

from 10+ countries, 150+ exhibitors and 80 speakers on 

5 stages, of course, including speaker from famous co-

mapnies 

More on website  

At the Startup 

Zone, early-stage  
mpanies like Amazon and Twitter as well as successful 

startup entrepreneurs.  

Besides and area for exhibitors infoShare features a 

Startup Zone and competition that announced possibili-

ties to win €20,000 in cash and up to €1 million in in-

vestment. In the 2014 contest were 

1
st
 Place:  Professor Why™ – Chemistry is an interac-

tive computer game that helps teenagers understand the 

world of chemistry and let them carry out their own 

chemical experiments in a safe virtual laboratory. More 

on website   

2st Place: Quantum Lab. Mobile Focused Groups that 

combine focus groups, mobile and facial expressions 

sions recognition. A SaaS platform for distributing digi-

tal content among people who test it. With emotion 

tracking and analysis of the data. More on website 

startups also can pitch in front of investors, media 

and big company representatives by signing up for 

the Startup Expo .The Startup Zone is organized by 

the Gdansk Entrepreneurship Incubator STARTER 

and the Gdansk Science & Technology Park is one 

of the four partners of infoShare. 

Network opportunities will be organized at dragon 

boat racing, morning beach running sessions, dedi-

cated sightseeing trips in Gdansk as well as parties – 

even on the beach which possibly is a special feature 

that not all such events can offer.  

More details on infoShare website and registration 

Contact: infoShare conferencee Marta Leczkowska  

Contact Startup Zone: Agnieszka Meller 

SDO Profile Gdansk Science & Technology Park 

SDO Profile STARTER  

  20
th

 Anniversary of Poznan Science and Technology Park /26
th

 PBICA Conference 

The 20th anniversary of the creation of the Poznań 

Science and Technology Park (PPNT) and the 25
th
  

anniversary of the formation of Adam Mickiewicz Uni-

versity Foundation (FUAM) under which the Park oper-

ates is a perfect opportunity to share experience with the 

international conference “Cluster of Science, Technolo-

gy and Innovation” that will be held on May 20, 2015. 

The conference will discuss the broad notion of technol-

ogy transfer as well as the process of the formation of 

new, innovative companies with presentations by ex-

perts from the US, Finland, and Germany.  

The conference will discuss the 

development of innovation services 

supporting smart growth strategies 

for technology innovation centers. 

Incubators and parks need to move 

towards “demand-side financing”. 

To meet this challenge, thematic 

seminar and workshops are sched-

uled aimed at generating ideas for 

new services and ways to assess the 

quality of the centers. 
The 26

th
 Conference of the Polish Business and Inno-

vation Canters Association (PBICA) under the title: 

“Services of business and innovation centers in smart 

specialization” will be held May 21-22, 2015 in Poznan. 

The conference is addressed mainly to representatives 

of the most significant innovation centers in the world 

as well as public and local government authorities. 

Contact: Justyna Adamska / Conference website 

    Denmark started Regional Growth Forums 

Eneger Efficienca Continued from page 1    Activities of the Growth Forums 

include monitoring the regional and local growth 

conditions, including business development in the 

peripheral areas to ensure a focused effort constantly 

million (€ 4 million) is provided by the EU Regional 

Fund while remaining half comes from the participat-

ing municipalities in which Growth Factories are 

placed. The Growth Factory (Vaekstfabrikkerne) 

Vording adapted to regional challenges. 

Each of the Regional Growth 

Forums consists of  21 mem-

bers – from the business sector; 

the business community (6), 

the 

 

Vordingborg has been the pilot project for this initia-

tive and meanwhile the 10 incubators have been start-

ed to support startups and the growth small businesses 

to ensure that more companies are surviving and ex-

ploiting the political sector; the science and education sector, 

as well as employers and employees organizations. 

Three members are appointed on the regional council's 

own initiative. 

Part of this development strategy is the project of the 

Growth Forum Zealand that has provided funding to 

Greenhouse Zealand  to set up ten growth factories in 

the region. 50 per cent of the total budget of DKK 30 

million  

ploiting their growth potential. Each Growth Factory 

is based on the local business strengths, cluster for-

mation and themes. Thus Growth factories distinctive 

and reflects the local capabilities and potentials. 

Contact: Mads Váczy Kragh , Line Fossing,  

Website: Region Zealand  

Contact: Væksthus Sjælland Email  

Website Greenhouse Zealand  

    
 

http://www.audiotrip.org/
http://professor-why.com/
http://quantumlab.co/
https://infoshare.pl/
https://infoshare.pl/create-account/
mailto:kontakt@infoshare.pl
mailto:a.meller@inkubatorstarter.pl
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2055
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2877
mailto:justyna.adamska@ppnt.poznan.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/en/program-konferencji.html#moveHere
http://vaekstfabrikkerne.dk/
http://www.regionsjaelland.dk/Politik/vaekstforum-sjaelland/Sider/default.aspx
http://startvaekst.dk/vhsjaelland.dk
mailto:mvk@vhsj.dk
mailto:lf@vhsj.dk
http://www.regionsjaelland.dk/sider/english.aspx
mailto:info@vhsj.dk
http://startvaekst.dk/vhsjaelland.dk/
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    SPICE Update No 102 we began reporting on the different 

aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of a specific 

place: Berlin. 

In this issue of our newsletter we take a look at another city 
that may not be in the focus of people interested in innova-

tive entrepreneurship: Brussels 

 

growth of startup companies 

are working successfully for 

a long time already – or just 

have started. Both, the pub-
lic the private sector, are 

involved 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BRUSSELS 

tive entrepreneurship: Brussels 
Much is going on in the Capital of Belgium (or Europe?) 

Initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship and 

growth 

involved in the development of a dynamic ecosystem. 
We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 

     Stop Starting - Start Growing 

Startup Weekends are well known and organized in 

many places. But what to do once the startup phase is 

history? “Stop Starting - Start Growing” is the motto of 

the Scaleup Weekend that will be held June 12-14, 2015  

- A CREATE Work-

shop to “learn the 

new mindset that 

has a special focus 

on how to maxim-

ize learning from 

customer insights, 

marketplace 

benchmarking, 

technology and fu-

ture mining 

 

in Brussels.  This event is an initiative of startups.be and 

will focus on “how to expand on existing ideas, how to 

communicate better, how to sell more effectively, and 

how to set up systems for scaling a business”. 

startup.be believes that a bigger impact can be achieved 

by helping companies grow and reduce risks: “The 

Scaleup Weekend will focus on giving you the tools and 

skills needed to scale your business”.  This event is tar-

geted at “entrepreneurs, founders, CEOs, and executives 

looking to grow their startups in a highly structured, 

interactive, and systematic manner“, 

In 54 hours participants will learn the fundamentals for 

scaling up. The program consists of 

- An introduction to scaling up. Business pitches 

and requests for help 

on how to maximize learning from customer 

insights, marketplace benchmarking, technol-

ogy and future mining 

- A COMMUNICATE Workshop to change the 

way participants are looking at innovation 

projects.  

- A COMMERCIALIZE Workshop – an ap-

proach how to reduce innovation risk 

- A PRICING 101 providing the basics of pric-

ing and how to generate positive cash flow  

And, startups.be also offers support with organizing 

a Scaleup Weekend in other cities (see contact be-

low). 

Contact: Bryan Cassady email  

Information and registration see website   

   First makers Startup Weekend in Brussels hosted by Co.Station 

May 8-10 Co.Station hosted the first Makers Startup 

Weekend in Belgium.”The maker culture is a contempo-

rary subculture representing a technology- based exten-

sion 

and is back on track offering three components for 

startup development. 

Village:  Startups with smart and technical solutions 

sion of DIY (Do It Yourself):  What-

ever the personal background; he/she 

can become a maker. Co.Station 

offered 
 

get a home base for a determined period of time. 

Accelerator is to scale-up and provides an environ-

ment to foster the growth of young businesses. 

 offered participants access to 3D printers, laser cutters Academy to help with getting better as an entrepre-

neur and open source hardware to prototype ideas.  

Co.Station was founded in early 2014 and became a 

focal 
 

preneur,  an investor or a 

coach.  

focal point for startups in the Belgian Capital. After 

some trouble this co-working space managed a restart 

and 

Contact : Marie-Noëlle Keijzer  

SDO Profile Co.Station  

     New Digital Innovation Centre for Girls and Women in Brussels 

On March 9, 2015 the Digital Leadership Institute cele-

brated the grand opening of DLI‘s Digital Innovation 

Centre for Girls & Women - first of its kind in Europe. 

Digital Innovation, ”with interventions by the VIPs 

in attendance, all amazing role models for girls and 

women in technology (details  see website). 

This event was filled with fun, digital activities for all 

ages, a high-level roundtable with Belgian and European 

stakeholders, and a reception. The opening was the mo-

ment to take over the new 100m² space to  give DLI 

members 
 

The Digital Leadership Institute has  

the mission to increase participation of 

girls and women around the world in  

entrepreneurship, science, technology, 

members a try at hands-on digital activities like 3D De-

sign & Printing, Digital Music & DJing, Bits, Bytes & 

Machine Code, and Silly Robot Missions.  

The DLI Opening featured the ribbon-cutting by Miss 

Manon Van Hoorebeke,  and Ms. Esther Roure Vila, a 

video message from Ms. Bianca Debaets , State Secre-

tary of the Brussels Capital Region for Equal Opportuni-

ty and ICT, and a high-level discussion “Women Driving 

engineering, arts and mathematics. For this purpose 

DLH is leading a range of initiatives, including 

inQube, the recently started Female Digital Accel-

erator Network and expert ecosystem promoting 

women-led, digitally-driven and digitally-enabled 

enterprise across Europe. 

Contact: Janine De Keersmaecker info@dlii.org  

SDO Profile: Digital Leadership Institute  

   

 

mailto:bryan@scaleupweekend.com
http://www.scaleupweekend.com/
mailto:marie-noelle@co-station.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2887
http://dlii.org/2015/03/19/dli-grand-opening/
http://digitalgirlaward.com/2014/11/01/2014-european-digital-girl-of-the-year/
http://digitalwomanaward.com/2015/02/27/2014-european-digital-woman-of-the-year/
http://dlii.org/dli-initiatives/
mailto:info@dlii.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2888
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      SPICE Update No 102 we began reporting on the different 
aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of a certain 

place. Meanwhile this series has visited several cities. 

In this “SPICE Update” we take a look at another city that 

is worth  looking at: Dortmund, Germany 
 

core of  a regional 
ecosystem supporting 

entrepreneurship ad 

startup businesses. 

Here we only can put 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

DORTMUND 

This city is home of one of the first business incubators in 

Germany that started 30 years ago and has become the 
core 

The spotlight on a few acuities. But, we invite our readers to 

comment and advice on information that needs to be added. 

  The Technology Park Dortmund acquires new building to keep growing 

With 60,000 m² of office and laboratory space the 

TechnologieParkDortmund is one of the largest of its 

kind in Germany. And over recent years the space 

available is almost fully let. But the demand of compa-

nies that want to move into this park is constantly 

growing. For being able to cater for additional need the 

technology park now has bought two more buildings 

with about 4,000 m² of space informed Martina Blank, 

Authorized Officer of TZDO saying that “Now we will  

point for the develop-

ment. Guido Baranows-

ki, Managing Director 

of the technopark and 

the “TZ Invest Dort-

mund GmbH”, the 

daughter company of 

TZD that bought the 

buildings: “This acqui-

sition not need any more to reject requests for space, as we 

had to in recent months”. The two additional buildings 

are located right in the heart of the technology park, 

next to the TechnologieZentrumDortund, the business 

incubator that almost 30 years ago was the starting 

point for 

tion enables us to keep pace with the dynamic evolution 

of the technology companies – in our park as well as for 

those that want to move in”.  

Contact:  Diego Atienza  

SDO Profile: TP Dortmund   TZ Dortmund  

  Work Inn in e-port-dortmund 

The Home-Office not necessarily is the right place for 

doing pre-startup work. “Too many distractions and 

nobody to talk with about the questions coming up in 

the 

by “Work Inn”, a startup start-up that began already 

ready in 2013. Dörte Schabsky and her husband now 

open a co-working space in the e-port with the aim to 

capabilities the process of preparing the start of a new business” is 

how founders describe that situation.  On the other 

hand the development has not yet  reached a stage that 

re 

make the “different capabilities of its users accessible 

for synergy effects and build a community of people 

supporting each other.” Users can pick services 

fromthrough a modular requires being in an incubator.  

The solution is a co-working 

space in an incubator. In e-

port- 

 

from a modular system; the selection can be changed 

monthly to adapt to the changing needs of the business. 

Contact: Sabine Lindner SDO Profile: e-port 

port dortmund (see below) now this service is offered  Website WorkInn  Contact: Dörte Schabsky  

  Hub for the logistics Industry: e-part-dortmund 

Under the roof  of e-port-dortmund (located in a histor-

ic industry building at Mallinckrodtstraße) innovative 

start-ups and existing companies of the logistics sector 

are working. They take advantage of the services and 

net 
 

Logistics are the foundation for these 

innovations. Based on this potential, 

it is the goal of the e-port-dortmund 

as a center of excellence to stimulate 

network access offered by e-port-

dortmund, operated by Technolo-

gieZentrum Dortmund Manage-

ment GmbH. 

 
 

growth of this business sector and create new jobs.  

Mid-April a workshop was held in the e-port-dortmund 

under the headline "Business Development and Green 

Logistics - Sustainable business development through 

qautlita Dortmund is home of 760 companies in the logistics 

sector with almost 25,000 employees. The city is not 

only an important logistics location, it also benefits 

from innovations in logistics, especially in the IT sec-

tor. The University of Technology, the University of 

Applied Sciences and renowned research institutes 

such as the Fraunhofer Institute for Material Flow and 

Logistics 

quality". The event provided a comprehensive look at 

how companies develop sustainably and what risks are 

to be considered. The presentation was based on a 

recently completed research at a pharmaceutical com-

pany and demonstrated what “sustainability” means in 

terms of energy efficiency and process optimization. 

Contact: Sabine Lindner SDO Profile: e-port 

  All Startups need: DIE INITIALE Dortmund, November 20-21, 2015 

The “DIE INITIALE” Dortmund 

is an annual event for all consid-

ering starting a business. Exhibi-

tors  

 

 

ing, agencies, chambers, universities, associations, and 

financing organizations. With its innovative concept 

this event offers information access to students, 

startups as well as young  tors provide information and services that cover all 

topics from startup to growth; from franchise and ac-

quisitions to corporate succession; coaching and train-

ing 

entrepreneurs. A Call for Papers open until Sep 1, 

2015 see details on website  

Contact: Henrik Bollmann Website: DIE INITIALE  
  

mailto:atienza@tzdo.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=446
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=595
http://workinn.de/
mailto:info@e-port-dortmund.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2850
http://workinn.de/
mailto:info@workinn.de
mailto:info@e-port-dortmund.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2850
http://www.die-initiale.de/die-messe/fachforen-workshops.html
mailto:info@die-initiale.de
http://www.die-initiale.de/die-messe/fachforen-workshops.html
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   Creative Industries are considered an important part of economic development 

strategies. The importance is seen by communities, region, economic development 

agencies as well as and business incubators. Also in the political arena creative 

industries are receiving increasing attention. Therefore we decided to provide in-

formation about this business sector aggregated o special pages of the newsletter 

“SPICE Update”  
. 

Creative 

Industries 

Incubation       Creative Business Cup a global Initiative for Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
  The Creative Business Cup (CBC) is a global network 

and marketplace initiated to strengthen the business 

skills of creative entrepreneurs. CBC is looking for 

“new 

come to Copenhagen for the international finals, but 

will not be qualified to compete for the title as the 

world's best creative entrepreneur. The international 

juryy “new and revolutionary business ideas stemming from 

the creative industries” and aims to increase the abil-

ity of all participating startups to create a company.  

jury chooses the 

winners based on the 

main criteria Crea-

tivity The network and competition “allows creative entre-

preneurs to scale their business concepts, connect with 

investors and partners and boost their international 

business potential.” 

Each year National Partners of CBS host national 

Creative Business Cup competitions. These Competi-

tions are the entry point for all entrepreneurs with the 

aim to compete as a finalist at CBS in Copenhagen in 

November of each year during the Global Entrepre-

neurship Week. Startups from all countries also may 

com  

tivity and Market potential. 

The Creative Business Cup is organized by the Center 

for Cultural and Experience Economy (CKO)  and 

supported by a wide range of organizations. CBC was 

launched in 2010 as a national competition and be-

came international in 2012. The finals of this interna-

tional competition will be held November17 – 19, 

2015 in Copenhagen, Denmark.  

More information on CBC website  

Contact:  CBC cbc@cko.dk 

     Making Futures conference in Plymouth 
  The conference “Making Futures Craft and the Return of 

the Makers in a post-global Sustainability Aware Socie-

ty” will be held September 24 -  25, 2015 in the Mount 

Edgcumbe house on the River Tamar opposite the city of 

Plymouth, Devon, UK. 

 

The Call for Abstracts with the deadline on May 18, 

2015 especially welcomes proposals for practice-led 

case studies, presentations based in critical- theoreti-

cal and historical analysis, and unconventional for-

mats that might include performance, objects, AV, 

and 

 
Making Futures will be 

investigates contemporary 

craft and maker move-

ments as ‘change agents’ 

within 21st century socie-

ty, 
 

and other media and materials.  

The call is open to three Research Workshops 

(Digital Crafting – Defining the Field; Makers 

&Frugal; and Place-Making-Space Innovation) and 

the six Indicative Themes that more generally 
under ty particularly in relation to global sustainability agen-

das, social innovation and community regeneration.  

Making Futures welcomes submissions from all who 

have an interest in the relationship between contempo-

rary making, sustainability and social change, including 

artists, craftspeople, designers and design groups, cura-

tors, historians, theorists, campaigners, activists, and 

enterprises engaging in making and/or with makers.  

underpin the Making Futures series.  
The conference is developed and curated by Malcolm 

Ferris with support from Josie Spencer 

Abstracts should be submitted by May 18, 2015 

through website  

Contact: Conference Secretary at email  

Registration now is open at website  

Website: http://makingfutures.plymouthart.ac.uk  

   Culture drives sustainable Economic Development 

Med Culture is an EU-funded regional program kicked 

off in February 2014 with the aim of sustaining the crea-

tion of institutional and social environments propitious 

and culture for development in the Southern Med-

iterranean" with a total budget of € 17 million over a 

four-year period, of which € 9 million is for the award 

 

to culture 

as a vec-

tor for 

freedom 

of grants on a co-financing basis, and € 8 million for 

one capacity-development mechanism on media (Med 

Media) and one capacity development mechanism on 

freedom of expression and sustainable development. 

This should be accomplished by reinforcing the capaci-

ties of the public and private cultural sectors as vectors 

for democratization, and economic and social develop-

ment for societies in the Southern Mediterranean. 

Med Culture is part of the regional program "Media 

and  

culture (Med Culture). Med Culture held its first 

regional conference in April in Casablanca (see 

report on page 20) 

For more information including country profiles, 

activities, news releases, stories, and events visit the 

website of Med Culture  or contact email  

    

http://www.creativebusinesscup.com/article/national-partners
http://www.cko.dk/en/who-we-are
http://www.cko.dk/en/who-we-are
http://www.creativebusinesscup.com/
mailto:cbc@cko.dk
mailto:websute
mailto:websute
mailto:jspencer@pca.ac.uk
http://makingfutures.plymouthart.ac.uk/submit-abstract/
mailto:conference@pca.ac.uk
http://makingfutures.plymouthart.ac.uk/register/
http://www.medculture.eu/
mailto:info@medculture.eu
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    SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: Berlin. 
In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this 

city – and still cannot show the „full” picture. There are 

too many 

 very different character and 

have a variety of aims. The 

public and the private sector, 
both are active – a dynamic 
scene. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BERLIN 

Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship 

and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of 

very 

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
         Adlershof: 53 new high-tech companies settled 2014, 650 jobs created  

Beginning of April 2015 the Berlin-Adlershof Tech-

nology Park informed about developments in 2014 and 

plans for the future.  This technology park now is 

home of 1001 companies and scientific institutions 

providing almost 16.000 jobs. Additionally more than 

6,200 students are learning here. 

During the year 2014 the technology park attracted 53 

new high-tech companies and new 650 jobs were cre-

ated 

been closed (after the new airport Schönefeld is open). 

There is more potential for developing technology 

based businesses in Berlin. For example the huge 

building of the Berlin Tempelhof airport (that has been 

closed some years earlier) could become home of a 

new business incubator for creative industries. Howev-

er, the necessary political decisions for this project and 

regarding the technological development focus of the 

Tege created.  Overall the sales of technopark client firms 

increased five per cent. On this basis the WISTA Man-

agement sees a positive continuation of the develop-

ment this technology park too during the 13 years of 

operation also for the future. 20,000 jobs is 1,200 

companies are within reach until the year 2020. 

The basis for the development and future perspectives 

is the full “value chain” this technology park offers – 
 

 

Photo: http://www.adlershof.de/meldungen/ 

Tegel airport 

development still 

have not been 

taken although 

the Berlin State 

Government sees 

the technology 

park Berlin Ad-

lershof from research though business incubation (the park 

operates three incubators) and technology centers (for 

the growth phase of start-ups) to space matured com-

panies can rent and land for building own premises. 

The source for new businesses are the ten non-

university research institutions, the six institutes of 

Humboldt University, and larger companies  setting up 

new companies, mainly in the fields of optics, micro-

systems analysis or energy technology. 

The technology park is expected to reached is capacity 

in 2025. Therefore it is time for preparing additional 

perspectives. The most recent addition regarding busi-

ness incubation is the CHIC (Charlottenburg Innova-

tion Center) that already has more than 30 client com-

panies. Another part of the perspectives is the “Tech-

nology and Startup Centre Berlin Southwest” that is 

planned to reside in a former US military hospital in 

close proximity to the Free University. Also the devel-

opment of the area of Berlin Tegel airport once it has 

been 

lershof as “success model that we want to multiply into 

the city" as Henner Bunde, State Secretary the Berlin 

Ministry of Economic Affairs, said.  

It has been this Ministry of that more than 30 years ago 

together with the Technical University of Berlin started 

the first German business incubator (BIG; Berlin Cen-

ter for Innovation and New Enterprises) and laid a 

cornerstone for the innovation and technology based 

entrepreneurship development of Berlin. No matter if 

the new activities are organized under the same roof 

(under the management of the Adlershof Technology 

Park) or other solutions are found, as long as the man-

aging entity  is independent and economically sound, 

the prerequisites for successful development of busi-

ness incubation in Berlin are established. But, it is 

important that decision is taken soon not to put the 

momentum at stake. 

Contact: Helge Neumann  

SDO Profile: Technology Park Berlin Adlershof 

 New Incubators for Deep Tech and Media in Berlin 

 Located in Berlin West Tech 

Ventures (WTV) began to 

operate in September 2014 as 

an  
 

A motivation to start this project was that in Berlin 

and Germany the focus for startups is still on e-

commerce. “(This is) an exciting segment in which we 

investor in pre-seed and seed phase and provides con-

tinuous support including the growth stage of a startup 

through its incubator Project Flying Elephant (PFE). 

Typically investments range from 25.000 to 250.000 

EUR in the first round. West Tech Ventures prefers 

investments in Software, software engineering, mobile 

services, media, media technology and education.  

 

also have very successful investments, but we want to 

see more tech companies. The vision is to contribute 

to building with a large software company SAP or à la 

Software AG in Germany”, described Masoud Kama-

li, CEO of West Tech Ventures the concept at an in-

terview in December 2014 when the first startups 

entered the West Tech   … continued on next page… 

mailto:helge@wista.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2138
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… continued from previous  page…     incubator “Flying 

Elephant”.  “Project Flying Elephant therefore (is a) 

professionalized mixture between accelerator and seri-

al business angel or seed investor. We aim to combine 

the best of both worlds. Our approach is to focus on 

programming strong founding teams, we want to assist 

in the development of their product in the early stag-

es”, said Kamali. 

The latest addition to the West Tech activities is a 

Media business incubator. Its focus is based on the 

experience West Tech investors bring from earlier 

activities. West Tech Ventures is a spin-off from the 

publishing  

publishing house “S & S Media Group“ , Frankfurt  

specialized on the IT sector and is led by Kamali. One 

of the first investments West Tech made in the Media 

sector is the Women Business-Lifestyle-Magazine 
Edition F. It seems startups have discovered women 

lifestyle as a market – SPICE Update already reported 

on Fempreneur (see no 114).  
The new PFE Media Force is planned to start in Sep-

tember 2015 with 10 teams. 

*Quotes are taken from the Gründermetropole“ interview  

Contact: info@westtechventures.de   

Website: West Tech Ventures & Flying Elephant 

 IHK Starter Center up provides Advice 
Berlin is a hub for start-up entrepreneurs not only in 

technology, but also in many other business areas. The 

Starter Center of the IHK Berlin Brandenburg (Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry) is facilitating the 

launch of new businesses from the early entry-level.  

The Starter Center has 

structured its offers in 

six main areas: Getting 

Started, Business Plan, 

Formalities, Legal mat-

ters, Consulting may begin with an initial overview of the 

most important steps for starting a business.  

Information and advice is provided by phone, e-mail or 

in person and the number of would-be-entrepreneurs 

using this service is growing – despite of a decreasing 

number of new business registrations (in 2013 the IHK 

counted 46,212 new registrations – down 4 per cent 

from the numbers of 2012). 

ters. Spin-off funding, and Facts & Figures. 

The IHK Berlin Brandenburg in cooperation with the 

KfW (Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau / Bank for Re-

construction and Development) also offers the online 

“Founder Workshop” that helps to plan and imple-

ment a new business. 

Website. IHK Berlin. Email: Starter Center  

SDO Profile: IHK Starter Center 

 From Beta to Best – Kitchen Stories wins Prize of the Jury 
The fourth HEUREKA conference (held annually 

since 2012) in Berlin May 5, 2015 found again great 

interest.  Under the title “From Beta to Best” more than 

xxx participnats..  

The winner of the Jury Prize is Kitchen Stories with 

Marley Spoon on second and Junique as number 3. 

The cooking app Kitchen Stories was started in 2013 

by two young women is offered in 12 languages  and 

 
850 participants made use of the op-

portunity  to introduce their product 

and business concepts to participating   

 

and meanwhile has 3 million down-

loads  from 150 countries. No surprise 

that investors have provided already 

1,5 investors and to find helpful accelerator programs in 

the Accelerator Area. Four programs met startups in 

the Accelerator Corner: Microsoft Ventures Acceler-

ator 

€ 1,5 million capital for growing the 

business. Marley Spoon delivers 

recipes and the needed ingredients to 

your ator (specialized in software and cloud-services to 

help startups in every stage of their growth), ProSie-

benSat Accelerator (3-month-wice-a-year support  

program), Axel Springer Plug and Play (Running 

three times a year a three month program), and the 

Deutsche Telekom accelerator hub:raum (Berlin, 

Krakow, and Tel Aviv),  were looking for new exciting 

teams, needing support in their early stage). 

The clients’ home on a subscription base, and Junique 

is an online art shop offering unusual designer fashion, 

painting, and accessories. 

 For more details visit the HEUREKA website  

Contact: Su Song , Project Lead, email SDO Profiles: 

Axel Springer Plug and Play / hub:raum   

About the winners more information is available on 

their websites: Kitchen Story Marley Spoon,  Junique 

    Successful NBIA Conference held in Denver  
  

 

“Incubators at work” could be experienced through 

the” Innovation Pavilion Tour”, the Fitzsimons Inno-

vation Campus and the National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory Tours”. 

NBIA's Annual conference for the 29
th
 time in Denver 

Colorado end of April brought together attendees from 

around the world. This conference was a big network-

ing event in general, filled with special opportunities 

organized for this purpose like the “Opening Reception 

and C3 Expo” on Sunday, the “Connections Lunch” on 

Monday, and the NBIA Awards Luncheon” and the 

“Vendor Mixer “on Tuesday. 

Based on experiences gained from the 25 Global 

Summits of Business Incubation Associations (that 

will not be continued by NBIA) a special “Interna-

tional Forum” was part of the conference program. 

The 30
th
 International NBIA conference is planned to 

be held in spring 2016 in Orland, Florida. More in-

formation wll be available well in adnavce. 

Contact: NBIA Events Team; SDO Profile: NBIA 

   

http://sandsmedia.com/de
http://www.gruenderszene.de/datenbank/unternehmen/edition-f
http://www.spice-group.de/actual/?start=0&search=fempreneur#1048
http://gruendermetropole-berlin.de/interview-mit-masoud-kamali-westtech-ventures
mailto:info@westtechventures.de
http://westtechventures.de/
http://projectflyingelephant.com/en/
http://www.gruendungswerkstatt-berlin-brandenburg.de/
http://www.ihk-berlin.de/existenzgruendung_und_unternehmensfoerderung/Existenzgruendung/Orientierungsphase/2853728/Berlin_gruendet_im_Starter_Center.html
mailto:starter-center@berlin.ihk.de
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Center%20http:/www.spica-directory.net/asf/%3fid=2866
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/website
mailto:info@heureka-conference.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2801
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2683
http://www.kitchenstories.de/
https://www.marleyspoon.de/
http://www.juniqe.com/
mailto:education@nbia.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=75
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    SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place. Meanwhile we put spotlights on a number 

of cities – this time we look at Munich. 
The Capital of Bavaria is a hub for innovative industries - 

 at supporting startups and the 

growth of new companies. 

Here we only can give a few 

examples and will continue 
reporting on this hotspot. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

MUNICH 

no surprise that much is going on here in science and tech-
nology based entrepreneurship. Many initiatives are aimed  

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 

    University – Industry Cooperation to help creating successful Technology Companies 
The Technical University Munich (TUM) is running: 

UnternehmerTUM - an enabler for start-ups and inno-

vations.  UnternehmerTUM aims at inspiring students, 

European Entrepreneurship Colloquium in Munich. 

This event is planned to bring together 60 entrepre-

neurship academics from more than 25 universities 

academics and professionals, promoting entrepreneuri-

al thought and action, and supporting companies and 

start-ups. UnternehmerTUM specifically is offering a  

Since 2008 

each September 

Unternehmer-

TUM n accelerator program for technology startups called 

TechFounders (http://www.techfounders.com/), a three 

months program of coaching and mentoring to gener-

ate successful new businesses. In cooperation with 

industry (BMW, Bosch, and FESTO) TechFoudners 

also provides seed finance of 25,000 EURO without 

asking for shares in the startup company. Last not 

least, program participants get access to office space, 

as well as high-tech prototype workshop “TechShop”. 

At the end of the program a Demo Day will bring the 

participating enterprises together with more than 100 

investors and decision makers in the industry. 

July 19 – 25, 2015 UnternehmerTUM will organize the 

TUM together with Entrepreneurship Centers at four 

Munich universities organizes the Summer School of 

the 4entrepreneurship initiative. The dates for this year 

are September 16 – 24, 2015 under the title “Youth 

Unemployment”. The Summer Schools attract ca. 35 

participants from all over the world to acquire the 

know-how needed to develop business ideas in inter-

disciplinary teams. The Summer Schools are open for 

Students of all faculties at the four universities as well 

as students from all over the world.  

Information registration see website:  Summer School  

Contact: Oliver Bücken 

SDO Profile: UnternehmerTUM 
   

Not for Inventors, but for Startups with excellent Potential 

 BMW Startup Garage is the latest addition to the 

activities of BMW Group’s activities to make better 

use of the great potential of young companies. This is 

one more step to get more closely involved with inno-

vative startup companies.   BMW i Ventures, located 

in New York, is “seeking start-ups with the potential to 

create a lasting impact in the area of mobility services, 

primarily through cooperation with the BMW brand”  

and 
 

and “We are looking for the 

best start-ups and not for 

good inventors", as the man-

agement team is quoted in the 

media.  

With the new BMW Startup 

Garage has taken on the task 

of exploiting the potential of 

part and is operation the “BMW I Ventures Incubator”. 

Not long ago media reported that BMW would invest 

in ride sharing platform Wundercar in Hamburg, and 

since about two years BMW is investor of the French 

music streaming service Deezer. And end of 2014 

BMW got involved with the accelerator program. 

TechFounders of the Technical University of Munich. 

The latest addition to these activities is the BMW 

Startup Garage that opened its online application pro-

cess on April 28, 2015. This garage is  open for any 

startup worldwide, but focused on technologies with a 

potential for vehicle technical applications. Mobility in 

urban areas is the general headline for such activities 

and   

particularly innovative start-up companies directly. The 

combination of strategic planning and global strength 

of the large corporation with the culture of permanent 

innovation, creativity and risk appetite is seen as 

strength of the new incubator. Selected startups will 

enter a special multi-month program in Munich. Core 

of the program is the development of a functional pro-

totype with relevant for the BMW Group application. 

In addition, start-ups get help building their network in 

the Group and in creating their business plan. 

Contact Presse: Niklas Drechsler  

Website BMW Startup Garage  

SDO Profile: BMW Startup Garage  
   

Alliance Accelerator invites Startups to join 

 The Allianz Digital Accelerator 

builds new business models for Alli-

anz and accelerates their execution  

the accelerator clients to identify, explore, and imple-

ment opportunities and projects that can impact the 

insurance  business at scale. 

and implementation within Allianz Group. The incuba-

tor works since 2013, headquartered in Munich with a 

team of experienced business managers to work with 

the  

The focus areas of the accelerator are Internet of 

Things, and Big Data, Insurance Innovation 

Contact: Email and website 

  

 

 

 

http://www.techfounders.com/
http://www.globalsummerschool.org/
mailto:buecken@unternehmertum.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2848
mailto:niklas.drechsler@bmwgroup.com
http://www.bmwstartupgarage.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2847
mailto:digital_labs@allianz.com
http://digital-accelerator.com/


11 

 

 

 

   
   
Incubator Quality New on SPICA World Map  

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-

ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 

does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

 

Switzerland: TEBO Technology Center 

for the EUREGIO Bodensee since 1996 

served 25 clients companies. Today it has    
operations, but the quality of information provided.  

 Organizations with actual and complete data within 

recent two years are shown on SPICA World Map 

 Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 

are not accessible for directory users 

SPICA World Map only shows locations of “Centers” (in- 

10 firms with 25 employees. 

SDO Prifile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=324 

 

Senegal: The business incubaor 

“Cocept-SN” is working since 

2004 and has been serving already more than 120 client firms. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2472  

cubators, technoparks,, associations, consulting, support  

and 

Switzerland:  Technology Park Orbe 
 and finance organizations) that have provided a complete 

and actual profile 

was opened in 2011. It  has 15 clients  

firms with 50 employees  

 

 

SPICA World Map  
www.spica-directory.net/map 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2740 

 

 

United Kingdom: The incubator of 

Southhampton University Scence Park,   

Catalyst is operating since 2012 just has graduated its third 

Cohort of client companies.  

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2632  SPICA World Map now is the main entry point for users 

of the directory. From that map access to the individual 

incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-

rectory is possible. There also are other ways of finding a 

Germany: Technology Center W-tec 

since 1992 served 540 clients. 280 

companies with 836 employees graduated  

specific profile. For example, by using the “search” func-

tion 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=964 

 tion in the main menu. 

our Organization is not yet in SPICA Directory?  
Adding your profile to SPICA World Map is simple: 

 

Malaysia: The Malaysian Technology De-

velopment Corporation since 1992 has set  

up up a number of technology business incubators.  

On the homepage of SPICA Directory select tab “Insert SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=171 4 

new profile” and follow instructions to add a new profile  

If your organization is listed in the Directory but you did 

not yet receive a user name / password for accessing your 

profile, contact the SPICA Directory Team at up-

date@spica-directory.net    

Note: to access SPICE Directory profiles you need to be 

registered as user. Profiles that have been updated recently 

are available at www.spica-directory.net/recent.php  
 

Advice – Support – Finance in SPICA Directory  

The ASF Section (Advice – Support – Finance) provides 

Germany: ESCA, the European 

Secretariat for Cluster Analysis is 

providing 
 

providing cluster analyzis and certificates for cluster 

management. SDO Profile: ESCA 

 

Liberia: iLab Liberia is a non-profit com-

puter laboratory and business service pro-

vider and offers free ICT trainings. 

SDO Profile:  www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2823  

Uruguay: EMPRETEC was established 

toontribute to job creation and sustainable 

economic development, supporting the 

growth and internationalization of entre-

preneurs and Uruguayan companies. 

 
access to  information about organizations and companies 

active in the ecosystem to provide important functions for 

innovation, entrepreneurship and growth. Public and private 

economic development, supporting the growth and interna-

tionalization of Uruguayan companies. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2771  

not-for-profit organizations can publish their profile free of 

charge if they provide references to incubators / tech-

noparks 
 

Morocco: The Young Entrepreneur 

Foundation was created to provide a 

concrete answer and an effective response 

to youth unemployment, particularly in 

rural areas, through promotion of entre-

preneurship 

parks listed In SPICA Directory. 

The ASF section already offers the possibility to access 

and add information about consulting,  supporting and fi-

nancing 

to youth unemployment through entrepreneurship 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2639&cc=112  

nance organizations as well as clusters. 

We invite you to try and test the new section and help us to 

South Africa: The African 

Business Incubation Institute 

(ABII) 
 

improve  this section of SPICA Directory by adding your 

organization profile (if related with any incubator / techno- 

park) www.spica-directory.net/asf/entry.php  

 

(ABII) is a regional body of individuals and organizations 

dedicated to developing and supporting business incubation, 

accelerator and other Enterprise Development programmes 
dedicated to developing and supporting business incubation, 

accelerator and other Enterprise Development programmes SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2832&cc=53  

 

 

Ghana: Ashesi University is a coeducational 

institution to educate African leaders of excep-

tional integrity and professional ability. 
To add a new profile of your organization to the ASF 

section, use the following link 

www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2883&cc=85  
 

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2472
http://www.spica-directory.net/map
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2740
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2632
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=964
http://www.spica-directory.net/
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=171
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/recent.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2661
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2823
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2771
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2639&cc=112
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/entry.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2832&cc=53
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2883&cc=85
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 Views & Facts 
  Third Cohort of Startups graduates from Catalyst Center 

 The Catalyst Center of Southampton Science Park has 

just ended the incubation process for the third cohort. 

The companies graduated are  

TrouDigital - system that enables users to upload 

dynamic 

answers  ranging from “We 

have seen an increase in 

sales of our core product”, 

“My business now has a 

realistic 
 

marketing content on to screens, video walls and elec-

tronic billboards quickly and easily. 

Fusetab developing a system for making the use of 

personal and business data better and safer. From 

getting the most out of your contacts to managing 

performance reviews and booking holidays, we want it 

to be easy, secure and mobile.  
The Bug Shack, a company aiming to promote edible 

insects as a sustainable source of protein 

SafeinSoundApp An app that measures how loudly 

you listen to your music and give you a percentage of 

your recommended daily sound intake. 

A sked what the most important result of the incuba-

tions period was and what the best single piece of 

advice was these entrepreneurs gave a very different 

realistic plan and stands a good chance of making 

money”,  “I have now thought a lot more about differ-

ent markets and have settled on a product and made 

preparations to launch it”, and “Market research and 

being part of the Catalyst Centre has encouraged me to 

work on a strong value proposition for our target audi-

ence” to “The best bit of advice …. would be to keep 

focusing on your value proposition”, “…to question 

every assumption, but … you need to get out and gath-

er some real insights from prospective clients”, and “... 

to let the market decide the best features of your busi-

ness.” These examples already show a wide spectrum 

of results that can be achieved through effective busi-

ness incubation. More details see Catalyst website  

Contact: Robin Chave SDO Profile: Catalyst  

     IgnYte  resulted in an App to inform about Wheelchair Accessibility  
The Mill aims to support Enterprise & Innovation at 

all levels in the South Louth, East Meath & Drogheda 

area. IgnYte is one programs run by The Mill aimed at 

including dis-advantaged through lack of education, 

gaged in a real live social innovation project. Follow-

ing a workshop organized by Young Social Innova-

tors (YSI), the IgnYte group selected the design of an 

app showing wheelchair accessibility. 

training & opportunity in entrepreneur-

ship support activities. This program is 

targeted at unemployed young people 

(aged 16-30) who may be entrepreneuri-

al 
 

 

With support from the local Irish 

Wheelchair Association (IWA), 

Nebula Nebula Consultancy, a soft-

ware developer based at The Mill 

and rial to help them acquiring the skills, attributes & 

personal motivations necessary to become self–

empowered. 18 workshops, delivered over a 6 week 

period, are the core of the program. These workshops 

focus on helping each participant to develop a busi-

ness idea based on their desires, interests, and passions  

Participants on the current IgnYte Program are en-

gaged 

and several wheelchair users the prototype app (An-

droid & iPhone) has been completed providing acces-

sibility details for almost 90 locations (over 10 cate-

gories) in Drogheda. The success of the project is 

expected to lead to an app offering national coverage.  

More information on website  

Contact:  Sean Mac Entee, SDO Profile: The Mill  

    The SPICE Summer Workshop & Picnic in Berlin 
  This will be the sixth annual SPICE G&G Workshops 

in Berlin and the first one at the same time.  After five 

Workshops held in wintertime (each December) we 

thought it is time to try the summer. 

The SPICE Summer Workshop combined with one 

more SPICE Picnic – number 6.  

The first SPICE Summer Workshop will be held in 

Berlin, July 17 – 19, 2015 with following main compo-

nents: 

 
The SPICE workshops are character-

ized by open roundtable discussions 

about topics participants are interest-

ed in, an open and personal atmos-

phere - the number of attendees is 

limited. And a “fun component” 

introducing to places and events 

participants normally may not find 

offers more opportunities for person-

al exchanges  

components: 

- The Workshop on Friday, July 

17, 2015, hosted by CHIC, the 

Charlottenburg Innovation Center 

right in the center of Berlin  

- Visit to a Music, Art, and Food 

Festival at Charlottenburg Castle  

- The SPICE Picnic #6 to be en-

joyed in a beautiful and histori-

cally interesting place near Berlin 
The workshops gained interesting inters – also from 

non-members. And because SPICE Group is not a 

“closed shop” guests are invited to participate. 

The SPICE Summer Workshop & Picnic is open for 

SPICE members and invited guests. If you are interest-

ed, contact: larisa@spice-group.net  

   

      
 

https://twitter.com/troudigital
http://www.fusetab.com/about
http://thebugshack.co.uk/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=amp.version2
https://usspcatalystcentre.wordpress.com/2015/04/
mailto:r.chave@science-park.co.uk
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2632
http://themilldrogheda.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/IGNYTE_LOGO_clouds_web.jpg
http://themill.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/DA763058528D8FB92540EF23F30FEDED/A435522DDC73BB12419C69E1CEBE89F9
mailto:sean@macentee.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2762
mailto:larisa@spice-group.net
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      Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation programs from the ECA 

region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECA
bit

 is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks, set up with infoDev support. Infor-

mation: www.ecabit.org/ contact Olga Lapteva  oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com   
      Danube Region Cluster Development in the Danube Region 

   The activity "Support Com-

petitiveness of Enterprises“, 

coordinated by the Land 

Baden-Württemberg 
 

more than a hundred of participants from almost all 

EUSDR and Central European Initiative countries.  

Topics of the Workshop were focused on development  

Baden-Württemberg (Germany) and Croatia, is one 

of the 11 Priority Areas of the “EU-Strategy for the 

Danube Region (EUSDR)”. The area covered by this 

strategy includes regions of 14 countries and stretch-

es from the Black Forest (Germany) to the Black See 

(Romania-Ukraine-Moldova). 

As part of the project in March 2015 the third Work-

shop for Networking and Cluster Development in 

Danube Region was held in Vukovar, Croatia with  

of activities of the Danube Cluster Network especially 

regarding internationalization and networking as well 

as cluster financing. Good practice of clusters in Dan-

ube region found great interest as well.  

The agenda, presentations and photos of the 3rd 

Workshop for cluster networking and development in 

Danube Region at web page.  

Contact:  Zdenka Mesic  /  Gerd Meier zu Köcker   

Website: EUSDR 

   Moldova Business Incubator Network in Moldova expands 
   RIAM, the Business Incubators Network of Mol-

dova is growing with the opening of new busi-

ness incubators in the country.  On April 23, 

2015 

needed training,and the exchange of information and ex-

perience on the national level as well  as internationally. 

The new incubator in Cimişlia (is expected to soon serve 

2015 the latest incubator opened in Cimişlia; the 

eighth incubator in Moldova with the others in 

Ceadâr-Lunga, Dubosari, Leova, Rezina, 

Nisporeni, Sângerei, and Soroca ,Stefan Voda. 

20 companies accommo-

dating 60 new jobs; it is 

seen as a catalyst for the 

short-term development of   
At the opening ceremony Deputy Prime Minister 

of Moldova and Minister for Economy, Stephane 

Bride, said that improving the business support 

infrastructure is one of the priorities of the gov-

ernment program and strategy. The EU is sup-

porting the development of business incubators 

in Moldova and their integration into the network 

of European organizations. International coop-

eration is seen as a very important basis for suc-

cessfully operating incubators by learning from 

good practice generated elsewhere and building 

links for effectively supporting startup compa-

nies as well as SMEs.   

The Business Incubators Network of Moldova 

(RIAM) since December 2013 is organizing the 

needed 

of the district and for the region. The government of Mol-

dova also is supporting the implementation of similar 

projects in other regions of the country, because they 

“contribute directly to the orientation of the private finan-

cial and intellectual potential for economic development 

and the fight against unemployment in the region”, as the 

Minister of Economy said. 

Wicher Slaghter, from the EU Delegation in Moldova, 

said that in the EU countries, the existing 900 incubators 

annually create about 400,000 new jobs and contribute to 

regional economic development: "The European Union is 

with the Moldovan authorities in their efforts to develop, 

rural businesses, resume jobs for people in all regions." 

Contact: Ministry of Economy email RIAM  email   

Website RIAM  Website EU 
      Ukraine EU announces €110 million benefitting SMEs and entrepreneurship in Ukraine 

   At the international support 

conference on Ukraine in 

Kyiv, European Neighbor-

hood Policy Commissioner  

that will be complemented by a€40 million loan guarantee 

facility to ease access to finance for Ukrainian businesses. 

The action supports national, regional and local authorities 

and other stakeholders to develop and implement effective 

 Johannes Hahn on April 28, 2015 emphasized 

the crucial role of SMEs for creating growth and 

job opportunities, adding that “the EU is con-

tributing to economic recovery, in particular in 

the regions most affected by the need to integrate 

internally displaced persons”.  

As part of the EU's €11 billion package support-

ing Ukraine, the European Commission has 

adopted a €70 million Special Measure for Pri-

vate Sector Development and Approximation 

that 

SMEs policy. One component will be Business Support 

Centers to cover 15 regions, managed by the EBRD for 

the development of regional capacities and training in 

entrepreneurial skills in at least 15 regions of Ukraine, in 

association with local business associations, banks and 

local/regional authorities. 

Another component will be channeled through the Neigh-

borhood Investment Facility Program for a project on 

access to finance for SMEs.  

More: EU press release and  EU website  

    

http://www.ecabit.org/
mailto:oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com
http://www.danube-region.eu/
http://www.groupspaces.com/Competitiveness%20and%20www.minpo.hr
mailto:zdenka.mesic@minpo.hr
mailto:gerd.meierzukoecker@vdivde-it.de
http://www.danube-region.eu/
mailto:mineconcom@mec.gov.md
mailto:%20riam@imm.md
http://riam.odimm.md/index.php
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id_type=1&id=40690&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%231196&utm_campaign=EU%20provides%20support%20for%20the%20opening%20of%20business%20Incubators%20in%20Moldova
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4868_en.htm
http://www.enpi-in-fo.eu/maineast.php?id_type=1&id=40703&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%231315&utm_campaign=International%20Conference%20on%20Support%20for%20Ukraine%3A%20EU%20announces%20%E2%82%AC110%20million%20benefitting%20SMEs%20and%20entrepreneurship%20in%20Ukraine
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      Kosovo STIKK2Berlin  - Entrepreneurs build the Brand of Kosovo IT Industry in Berlin 

   The co-working space Betahaus Berlin organized 

a meeting to get in touch “with leading startups 

and IT companies from Europe’s youngest nation 

Kosovo.” Nine entrepreneurs visited Berlin for  

meeting with potential partners to explore  busi-

ness opportunities in Eastern Europe, network 

with IT companies, app or web developers.  

The nine IT entrepreneurs together with two 

representatives from the Kosovo IT Association 

(STIKK), a representative from the Innovation 

Centre Kosovo, and two representatives of the 

USAID program embarked in a journey to Ber-

lin, which was organized by STIKK in coopera-

tion with Capgemini Consulting titled 

#STIKK2Berlin. This event was supported by 

GIZ and SPARK.  

The delegation had meetings with CHIC. the 

latest technology business incubator in Berlin, 

Bundesverband Deutsche Startups e.V., Berlin 

Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie GmbH 

for EEN, and met with startups from the co-

working spaces Betahaus, Apps World Germany, 

Plug & Play, European Pioneers, 

Startupbootcamp, Rainmaking Loft, ITO Forum 

Germany, Berlin, and Hub:Raum.  

Bardh Kadiu and his colleague Lorik Mullaa-

demi from the IT Association of Kosovo, STIKK 

used the opportunity to refresh a contact estab-

lished already in February 2013 at an infoDev 

Business Incubation Management Training in 

Pristina that was led by Heinz Fiedler, SPICE 

Group President. Now, at a spontaneously ar-

ranged meeting, Bardh, Lorik, and Heinz ex-

changed information about developments in 

entrepreneurship and business incubation in 

Kosovo and Berlin and explored opportunities 

for strengthening cooperation. 

For more details, including a list of participants, 

see file to download  

Contact: Bardh Kadiu,  Lorik Mullaademi 

 

for EEN, and met with startups from the co-working spac-

es Betahaus, Apps World Germany, Plug & Play, Europe-

an Pioneers, ITO Forum Germany, Berlin, and Hub:Raum.  

Bardh Kadiu and his colleague Lorik Mullaademi from 

the IT Association of Kosovo, STIKK used the opportuni-

ty to refresh a contact established already in February 

2013 at an infoDev Business Incubation Management 

Training in Pristina that was led by Heinz Fiedler, SPICE 

Group President. Now, at a spontaneously arranged meet-

ing Bardh, Lorik, and Heinz exchanged information about 

 (Centre Kosovo, and two representatives of 

USAID embarked in a journey to Berlin, which 

was organized by STIKK in cooperation with 

Capgemini Consulting titled #STIKK2Berlin. 

This event was supported by GIZ and SPARK. 

The delegation had meetings with CHIC. the 

latest technology business incubator in Berlin, 

 

 
Bardh Kadiu, Lorik Mullaademi 
from STIKK meet Heinz Fiedler 

developments in entrepreneurship 

and business incubation in Kosovo 

and Berlin and explored opportuni-

ties for strengthening cooperation. 

For more details, including a list of 

participants see file to download in 

“News” article. 

 Bundesverband Deutsche Startups e.V., Berlin 

Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie GmbH 

for 

Contact: Bardh Kadiu,  Lorik Mullaademi 

SDO Profile Betahaus; SDO Profile STIKK 

 

 
      Georgia EBRD is Launching “Women in Business Program” in Georgia 

   The challenges women entrepreneurs are facing 

in Georgia are mainly the same as in other coun-

tries across the region, for example, constraints 

in access to finance and know-how for growing 

ing, and training in core entrepreneurial skills to help their 

businesses grow.  

The program is not only targeting women entrepreneurs 

directly, it helps local banks adapt their products to better 

 

serve their women clients by helping banks understand 

that enterprises run or owned by women represent a great 

business opportunity and are a commercial sector with 

huge potential. International experience shows that wom-

en have fewer non-performing loans, are more likely to 

access multiple products from one bank and in general 

show a high degree of loyalty. 

The EBRD Women in Business Program was made possi-

ble thanks to donor funding from Sweden, the EU’s 

Neighbo their businesses.  The EBRD “Women in Busi-

ness Program” addresses these issues, working 

closely with selected local banks to provide tar-

geted financing products, responding to the needs 

of women-led businesses. The program also 

works with women-led businesses directly, 

providing advisory services, mentoring, network-

ing and 

 

Neighbourhood Investment Facility and the EBRD’s Early 

Transition Countries Fund and is working in all countries 

of the region covering Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine.  

More details see EU website  and the report of Charlotte 

Ruhe, Director, EBRD Small Business Support 

Contact: EBRD Small Business Support, Email  

      Putting Keywords together in Innovation Ecosystem 
  

 

The 20th Annual “Bal-

tic Dynamics” confer-

ence will he held under 

the headline “Putting 

Keywords 

turn by Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and in future 

also in Finland and Sweden. The conference attracts 

participants from many countries by promoting ex-

change of experience and adding to the successful  

 Keywords together in Innovation Ecosystem”. The 

event will be hosted by a member of Baltic Associa-

tion of Science Parks and Innovation Centers (BAS-

TIC), the Kaunas Science and Technology Park - in 

Santaka Valley in Kaunas, May 27 - 29, 2015. 

The Baltic Dynamics Conference is annually orga-

nized and an initiative of Baltic countries aimed at 

promoting international co-operation in the fields of 

innovation, entrepreneurship support and technology 

transfer. The Conference is organized since 1995 in 

also 

development of innovation ecosystems.  

Attendees of the Baltic Dynamics benefit from the ex-

cellent opportunity to combine the conference with 

networking with potential partners of Baltic Sea Region 

program. Colleagues from other European regions will 

get connected with people coming from different coun-

tries, from both the private and public sectors. 

Contact: Tomas Černevičius  

Conference and registration website:  

SDO Profile: Kaunas Technology Park 

 

mailto:bardh.kadiu@stikk-ks.org
mailto:lorik.mullaademi@stikk-ks.org
http://www.spice-group.de/actual/#1068
mailto:bardh.kadiu@stikk-ks.org
mailto:lorik.mullaademi@stikk-ks.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2544
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2860
http://www.ebrd.com/who-we-are/structure-and-management/shareholders/sweden.html
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/regions/eu-neighbourhood-region-and-russia/interregional-cooperation/neighbourhood-investment_en
http://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/sectors-and-topics/early-transition-countries-initiative.html
http://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/sectors-and-topics/early-transition-countries-initiative.html
http://www.enpi-in-fo.eu/maineast.php?id_type=1&id=40723&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%231122&utm_campaign=Launching%20women%20in%20business%20in%20Georgia
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2015/launching-women-in-business-in-georgia-.html
mailto:sbs@ebrd.com
mailto:,%20tomas.cernevicius@kaunomtp.lt
http://www.balticdynamics.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
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    Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activi-

ties and programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is the 

regional network of business incu- 
 

incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-

mation, please visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact  
    Nigeria Online Shopping Platform Supports Startups  
  Kaymu markets itself as the “ #1 online shopping 

community in Nigeria”. The Kaymu platform con-

nects buyers and sellers, and does not sell own prod-

ucts.  And there are competitors in the region, for  

in 32 countries across Africa, 

Asia and Europe (Belarus, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, and Slo-

vakia) and continues to grow. 

 example, both Jumia and Konga, offering similar 

online marketplaces. All are contributing to the 

growth of e-commerce in the country by enabling 

small companies reaching a larger and more targeted 

audience. 

Kaymu states as one of the goals “to bring e-

commerce into the lives of Africans, to empower 

local entrepreneurs by helping them take their busi-

ness online and to make shopping easy and accessi-

ble to everyone”. 

Kaymu was launched in December 2012 by AIG, 

Africa Internet Group),  that started the same year 

and since inception has created 71 companies in 8 

different business areas from online retail and  food 

ordering to real estate marketplace, vehicle market-

place and taxi hailing. Kaymu is backed by Mil-

licom, MTN and Rocket Internet and now is active 

in 

Since its start Kaymu has been supporting entrepre-

neurship in Nigeria with the creation of innovative 

campaigns like Kaymu Entrepreneurial Workshop, 

KaymuVarsiity and SME Saturdays. Now, Kaymu has 

taken initiative to accelerate Nigerian entrepreneur-

ship. The new campaign “Next Big Entrepreneur” will 

seek to teach entrepreneurs about online business 

while giving them an opportunity to win startup capi-

tal. Kaymu has much experience with online business 

and with the new campaign does not only offer its 

online market service to businesses and individuals to 

sell their products. Because insufficient startup capital 

and lack of business skills are among the most im-

portant reasons for startup failures, Kaymu will pro-

vide training and also will give the best applicant the 

initial investment capital. 

Contact: email Website: Kaymu  
     South Africa Competitions for the South Africa Innovation Summit still open 

  The 8
th

 annual Innovation Summit 

takes place August 25-29, 2015 at 

Cape Town Stadium. The confer-

ence once again promises to deliv-

er 
 

nize and reward companies whose innovative solu-

tions will have a significant impact on the growth of 

the African continent. The SA Innovation Summit 

Pitching Den will be the platform for the top 20Vision 

ver inventions, innovations, networking opportuni-

ties and a wealth of support for people who want 

innovation to happen. The competitions for this SA 

Innovation Summit are now open for applications 

until June 30, 2015 in two categories.    

Start-ups or Research council/ academic institu-

tions commercialization products: This category 

calls for great concepts and early stage business that 

want to pitch for funding, market, and distribution 

channels. More details  

Emerging companies with tech-enabled solutions: 

This category is for the high growth business. These 

entrants are fast growing from 5 - 50 million rand 

annually. More details 

The Vision to Reality awards program will recog-

nize 

to Reality entrants to pitch.  

The 2015 program includes two awards categories: 

Top 10 up-and-coming; who will enter into the PwC's 

mentorship program before making a final pitch to 

determine the Vision to Reality Award winner. 

At the Inventors Garage Competition for the fourth 

time, inventors, researchers and entrepreneurs will 

have the opportunity to expose their invented proto-

types and demo-version technologies to investors, 

Venture Capitalists, SMEs and have a chance to win 

cash and other exciting prizes. 

For more details and storied about last year’s winner 

s, visit the Innovation Summit website  

Contact: SA Innovation Summit email  

Website: SA Innovation Summit  
      Africa African Academic Initiative to boost Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Startups 
  End of March 2015 leading Business Schools from 

five African countries have signed a partnership 

agreement to form the African Academic Associa-

tion on Entrepreneurship (AAAE).  The founding 

partners are the University of Cape Town Graduate 

School of Business, South Africa (UCT GSB), Uni-

versity of Stellenbosch Business School, South 

Africa 

Africa (USB), Esca Maroc Ecole De Management of 

Casablanca, Morocco (ESCA), The Lagos Business 

School, Nigeria (LBS), and Strathmore Business 

School of Nairobi. This association was setup to pro-

mote and develop academic cooperation in the areas 

of entrepreneurship, small business development, 

innovation and start-ups.   … continued on next page… 

http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html
http://www.kaymu.com.ng/about-us
http://ventureburn.com/2014/07/jumia-opens-up-online-marketplace-in-nigeria-to-empower-offline-smes/
http://ventureburn.com/2014/02/kongas-new-revolutionary-marketplace-invites-all-small-players-online/
http://africainternetgroup.com/
mailto:cs@kaymu.com.ng
http://www.kaymu.com.ng/about-us
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/category-1-startups/
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/category-2-pwc-vision-to-reality-competition/
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/inventors-garage-competition/
mailto:info@innovationsummit.co.za
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/about/
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… continued from previous page…The partners commit 

to sharing resources, expertise and research to give a 

boost to entrepreneurship, job creation and econom-

ic development on the continent. Main activities of 

AAAE will be research, case study development, 

academic exchange of students and faculty as well 

as academic materials and publications, professional 

internships and technical cooperation. 

 

Until a formal steering committee has been set up the 

American University in Cairo, Egypt (AUC) will 

serve as coordinator of the collaboration. Over com-

ing months AAAE will seek to expand to include 

more African business schools as well as from other 

continents. 

Contact: Prof. Karim Elseghir, email ,  Website: 

American University of Cairo, School of Business 

   Kenya Girls ‘Computer Boot Camps in Kenya 
  @iLabAfrica, a Centre of Excellence in ICT innova-

tion and Development in Nairobi Kenya, in April 

2015  started the Computer Science Holiday Boot 

Camps for girls (aged 12 to 18).  This program was 

Research with following main work themes  

 ICT Innovation & Research to identify innova-

tions in public sector issues such as health, edu-

cation, agriculture and capacity building. 

 set up to introduce Computer Science to girls at an 

early age and increase their interest in STEM (Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering and Math Educa-

tion). The next Boot Camps will take place during 

August and December Holidays. 

 
 

 Entrepreneurship & Incuba-

tion to provide a nurturing 

environment that builds on 

the potential of the youth to 

develop ICT solutions and 

SME @iLabAfrica is one of 37 organizations around the 

world that are 2015 RISE recipients of the Google 

Rise Awards. These grants are for organizations 

across the globe to promote Computer Science (CS) 

Education and to run initiatives that reach Girls, 

unrepresented minorities and students facing socio-

economic barriers  

@iLabAfrica was set up in January 2011 and is an 

independent entity in the Faculty of Information 

Technology at Strathmore University, a private, not-

for-profit University in Nairobi, Kenya.  

The research center is involved in interdisciplinary 

research, students’ engagement, collaboration with 

government, industry and other funding agencies.  

The focus of @iLab Africa is in Research & Inno-

vation, Entrepreneurship & Incubation and Policy 

SME businesses that work for the common good. 

 Policy Research  focuses on the uptake and im-

pact of ICT bringing forth new solutions, techno-

logies, innovation models that may require new 

policy direction  

@iLabAfrica also brings the opportunity of inter-

disciplinary research and development at Strathmore, 

leveraging on the expertise of other Faculties n the 

University such as the Faculty of Information Tech-

nology, the School of Management and Com-

merce and the Strathmore Business School to pro-

vide training in ICT, management, entrepreneurship, 

finance and competitiveness, as well as facilitate ac-

cess to micro-finance institutions, venture capitalists 

and angel investors for players in the ICT cluster. 

Contact: Bernard Chiira, SDO profile: @iLab Africa 

     
South Africa Standard Bank gets into Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
  Possibly banks in general are not known for getting 

too deep into innovation entrepreneurship. But here 

storm, research, and test solutions together. The Play-

Room offers testing facilities and  

is an exception. Standard 

Bank Group is based in 

Africa and since more 

152 years is providing 

financial services - cur-

rently in 20 countries on 

the African continent 
 

Photo: Standard Bank 

free-thinking rooms allowing customers to provide 

instant feedback and trial new ideas. This has already 

been used to test Standard Bank South Africa’s new 

generation internet banking site, launching soon.  

Start with Seven – Sw7 – is operating since about a 

year in Johannesburg and markets itself as “the largest 

Mentor Led Tech Innovation Accelerator in Africa  

and 12 countries outside of Africa. 

Recently Standard Bank has entered into the market 

of innovative entrepreneurships by opening their 

own Innovation Hub “PlayRoom” and taking part in 

the activities of the accelerator Sw7 (Start with 

Seven) – both located in Johannesburg. 

PlayRoom opened in January 2015, and offers al-

most 2,000 m² of space in bright colors and modern, 

playful design to “bring people together to solve 

real-life customer challenges through collaborative 

innovation.” Here customers as well as employees 

of Standard Bank can mingle with start-ups to brain-

storm 

offering a variety of part-time evening mentor-led 

programs with over 65 Tech Founder CEOs mentor-

ing”. In April 2015 Sw7 has launched a new accelera-

tor together with Standard Bank and Microsoft Biz-

spark. As Ventureburn reported, Sw7 from partnering 

with Standard Bank expects to get help with a lot of 

“challenges around gaining access to market and rais-

ing funding, both within the community and for the 

high growth businesses.”  

Contact: email: information@standardbank.co.za  

SDO Profile Sw7  / SDO Profile PlayRoom  

Source Ventureburn Source Photo Standard Bank  
   

mailto:business@aucegypt.edu
http://www.aucegypt.edu/Business/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.google.com/edu/resources/programs/google-rise-awards/#%21award-recipients
https://www.google.com/edu/resources/programs/google-rise-awards/#%21award-recipients
mailto:ilaba¬frica%20strathmore.edu
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2856
http://ventureburn.com/2015/04/sw7-teams-standard-bank-microsoft-bizspark-team-launch-blue-chip-accelerator/
mailto:information@standardbank.co.za
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Sw7%20%20http:/www.spica-directory.net/centers/%3fid=2868
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2869
http://ventureburn.com/2015/04/sw7-teams-standard-bank-microsoft-bizspark-team-launch-blue-chip-accelerator/
http://blog.standardbank.com/node/64721
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       SPICE Update is reporting on different aspects of the en-
trepreneurship ecosystem of specific places. This time we 

look at Accra, Ghana. 

The west-African country Ghana with its 26 million inhab-

itants is generally considered politically stable and safe. 

Accra, the Capital city has 2,3 
million inhabitants and has 

become one of the places in 

Africa where a lively scene of 

new businesses has developed. 
 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

ACCRA 

       The Startup EcoSystem in Accra, Ghana is growing 
After BusyInternet began to offer kind of startup 

related services in Accra, Ghana in 2001 it took quite 

a long time until startup spaces emerged in the city. 

BusyInternet started with a cyber cafe, com-   

private as well the public sector. 

Access to reliable Internet, stable 

power supply, information, and a 

growing community have been the 

plimented by a copy center and secretarial services 

and supported with events and training and attracted 

would-be entrepreneurs as clients. The concept of 

BusyInternet found much interest, even in interna-

tional media. Today the company is “committed to 

providing value-added broadband services” across the 

country and to a wide range of customers from the  

private 

key issues and in a way still are. While BusyInternet 

became a broadband provider others entered into the 

space of startup services and support.   

With the following articles we take a look at where 

startups in Accra could go in these days and at some 

other player in the developing Entrepreneurship Eco-

system of Accra. 

   iSpace - Dedicated Space and Services for product-oriented Startups 
iSpace was set up to provide an environment that 

allows technology startups to start up faster.  Special 

attention is focused on building and developing a 

areas such as health, security, food/agriculture, cul-

ture, and education.. Winners get a monetary package 

and also offered a space to work from at iSpace and 

network of tech entrepreneurs 

around a workspace for them 

where they can meet, collaborate, 

learn and have fun. iSpace  

the grand winner receives a cash price of $3,000. 

Besides doing providing the described services and 

running projects the team also invest time in elaborat-

ing on topics of general importance. For example, 

Alison is a non-profit organization, funded by membership 

fees and sponsor partners. 

Besides providing office space and community as 

well as virtual office services, meeting and events 

space iSpace providing development training and is 

running specific programs, such as the “ISPACE 

Women Entrepreneurship Program (IWEP)” and the 

“Hach4Good”, a 12 hour hackathon for bringing to-

gether developers, designers, health and education 

experts to tackle social issues Hack4Good covers 

areas 

Alison Roadburg, Programs Manager at iSpace with 

her article about the use of language in the tech startup 

scene: “Changing Content requires changing Words”, 

a valuable contribution to discussion that can be found 

in the blog of iSpace. 

Contact: Josiah Eyison Co-Founder & CEO / Fiifi 

Baidoo, Co-Founder & CTO / Akua Baning Commu-

nity Manager / Alison Roadburg,  Programs Manager 

Contact: info@ispacegh.com  
Website: http://ispacegh.com/#about 

   NEGAWATT Challenge at iSpace 
More than 80 participants worked at the Negawatt 

Challenge in mid-April 2015 that was hosted by  

(hardware and soft-

ware) allowing 

consumersconsum-

ers to 
iSpace and organized by the World Bank’s Global 

Information and Communication Technologies Prac-

tice in Partnership and National Instruments (NI) 

together with the iSpace Foundation. This brainstorm-

ing event was set up to design creative solutions to 

energy challenges. The Negawatt Challenge is an 

international competition methodology pioneered by 

the World Bank (see article on page 2). The objective 

is to inspire cities across the globe to innovate around 

urban energy efficiency challenges. 

Participants formed 14 teams that worked on one of 

the six “challenges” on energy efficiency under the 

following themes: (1) energy audits; (2) demand side 

management; (3) building an energy data ecosystem; 

(4) financing energy efficiency projects; (5) building 

insulation; and (6) efficiency of appliances. 

The winning teams were 

Asor: Demand side management offering a solution 

Hardware  

consumers to estimate power needs of home applianc-

es and to track in real time their electricity consump-

tion status and that of their neighborhood. 

Flip: Demand side management of energy by intro-

ducing an energy-saving, time-controlled switch for 

street lighting and commercial lighting in buildings.  

Sun Shade: Strengthening building insulation by 

offering an upgrade of a conventional shading system 

to absorb sun energy and reuse it to power lighting. 

WI: Strengthening building insulation by offering a 

turbines cool housing unit by an “air exchange pro-

cess”. 

These 4 teams now will attend the next phase of the 

competition, the boot camp, and all teams receive a 

one-month membership in iSpace to keep the momen-

tum alive, and to continue the work on their concepts. 

Contact: Alison Roadburg  

SDO Profile: iSpace  
      

http://www.busyinternet.com/About-Us.aspx
http://ispacegh.com/changing-content-requires-changing-words-the-risks-of-saviour-language-in-the-african-tech-and-startup-space/
mailto:info@ispacegh.com
http://ispacegh.com/#about
mailto:info@ispacegh.com?subject=Negawatt%20Challenge%20at%20iSpace
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2852
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   Mobile Web Ghana 
   The dream of many people in Ghana is to design web 

or internet services that can be useful to their country 

or their community. Another dream is to become an  

participants also work on developing their own ser-

vice. The training is followed by a period of mentor-

ship and incubation, where promising projects can   
entrepreneur and run a successful business. Mobile 

Web Ghana was started in December 2010 as a non-

profit organization to help people making such 

dreams come true.  

be developed further, and move 

toward becoming as commercial 

services.  

The mentorship program – open to 

The services of MWG include teaching how to create 

applications accessible via mobile phones (mobile 

websites, apps, SMS, or voice) as well as teaching 

how to develop a business. 

Mobile Entrepreneurship training sessions – each 

lasting 3 weeks - are offered every 6 months. Experts 

in the field teach 6 modules. During this training  

participants  

anybody with a promising project – is connecting 

startups with internationally selected mentors and is  

MWG was started in December 2010, and is being 

developed as part of the program “Mobile Entrepre-

neurship in Ghana” of World Wide Web Foundation 

Contact: MWG email  / Website MWG  

SDO Profile: MWG  

   The Largest Hackathon of the African Continent 
   HUB Accra in February 2015 was hosting a hacka-

thon of “Hack for Big Choices” a non-profit based in 

San Francisco that describes itself as “a global 

movement with the mission to empower talent-

ed people to solve local problems by developing in-

novative products and businesses”. More than 200 

hackers of this hackathon making it – according or-

ganizers were counted as part of the 400+ participants 

publications – the largest hackathon ever held on the 

African continent. But, leaving the question  aside       

if “largest” means “best”, this organizer published 

results, not only numbers.   

attend Global Hackathon Seoul that will take place Jul 

29 – Aug 1, 2015 and a one year scholarship at the 

Hub Accra. 

Design & Technology: SmatGreen who developed an 

automated system to control the use of electrical ener-

gy and curb fire outbreaks caused by power fluctua-

tions and appliances being left on. 

Education: Prepa is bridging the gap between the 

disparate quality of education in rural vs. urban areas 

by creating a common platform for idea sharing and 

preparing students through exam simulations. This 

especially will help students I rural areas. 
The three major issue categories 

of the hackathon were Design & 

Technology, Healthcare, and 

Education. Under these catego-

ries, participants put particular 

em  
 

The host, Hub Accra, describes itself as “a node in an 

exciting and growing startup ecosystem in Ghana.” 

This co-working space intends to offer “everything 

needed for dynamic startups to grow and scale.”  

Hub Accra was created as a result of a Certificate in 

emphasis on solving food safety, education access in 

remote regions, health data in action, and pregnancy 

complications. The winners under each category were 

Healthcare: PharmSee – an information system that 

brings together people looking for specific drugs and 

pharmacies having them available. PharmSee re-

ceived the Grand Prize including an opportunity to 

attend 

 

Entrepreneurship program of the Open University of 

West Africa (OUWA). Students after completing the 

university education intended to start businesses. To 

cater for their need of workspace, internet access and 

community Hub Accra was founded. 

Contact: Stephen Mensah; SDO Profile: Hub Accra; 

Website  Hack for Big Choices  

     GCIC in Accra, Ghana  seeks an Executive Director 
   The Ghana Climate Innovation Center (GCIC) is 

being established at Ashesi University to promote 

Ghana’s 

from best international experiences on supporting 
clean technology industries. For background infor-

mation,  Ghana’s economic development, job creation and 

industrial competitiveness through supporting clean 

technology businesses and industries. 

 
 

mation see the info-

Dev Climate Tech-

nology Program 

The GCIC will assist local entrepreneurs that develop 

innovative technologies and business models by 

providing financing and non-financial services. The 

focus areas are clean energy, climate resilient agricul-

ture, clean water and sanitation. The GCIC will also 

provide a platform to create international business-to-

business linkages, enhance knowledge sharing and 

facilitate trade. As part of a global network of Climate 

Innovation Centers, the GCIC will learn and share 

from 

and the business plan for the GCIC.The GCIC seeks 

an Executive Director to establish the Center and 

sustainably manage its activities to meet its aspira-

tional objectives. The successful candidate will be the 

chief executive of the Center and will report directly 

to the President of Ashesi University College. 

The detailed call for applications is available on web-

site. Applications with a Cover Letter and Curricu-

lum Vitae should be sent by email 

   

mailto:info@mobilewebghana.org
http://mobilewebghana.org/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2864
http://seoul.globalhackathon.io/
http://h4bcafrica.challengepost.com/submissions/33233-smatgreen
http://h4bcafrica.challengepost.com/submissions/33522-prepa
http://h4bcafrica.challengepost.com/submissions/33523-pharmsee
mailto:akwaaba@hubaccra.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2870
http://hackforbigchoices.org/
http://www.ashesi.edu.gh/
http://www.infodev.org/climate
http://www.infodev.org/climate
http://www.infodev.org/ghana-CIC-business-plan.
mailto:jobs@ashesi.edu.gh
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     Business Incubation in Latin America  
This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from the 

Latin America and Caribbean region.  Relapi  is the regional network of business   
incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-

mation, please visit the website http://www.relapi.org/site_novo/index.php   
    Caribbean Accelerate Caribbean  

 Accelerate Caribbe-

an  

 An 18-month program, “Accelerate Caribbean”, 

aimed at upgrading the skills and capacity of business 

enablers has been started by infoDev (World Bank). 

an innovation 

nowned entrepreneurship mentor”. This way one-on- 

one coaching, peer-to-peer learning, networking 

opportunities and exposure to new models and best 
The program is 

open for appli-

cations 
 

practices of accelerating growth of early-stage enter-

prises will help with implementing new concepts. 

 cations from 14 countries: Antigua & Barbuda, the 

Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, 

Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St Kitts-Nevis, St Lu-

cia, St Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname, and 

Trinidad & Tobago.  

Up to 10 applicants will be selected to participate in 

the 18-month program. the selected participants  will 

attend a 12-month business Incubation clinic where 

each will be matched with an “internationally re-

nowed 

Applications are now open: deadline is 12 May 12, 

2015. A three-member panel of judges will review 

the entries and pick the top 10 companies by August 

2016. More information on the Accelerate Caribbean 

program and how to apply to the competition can be 

found at website  

For more information about infoDev’s Entrepreneur-

ship Program in the Caribbean, visit website  

Contact: Alix Landais, email 

 Dominican Republic Kids making Movies for Short Film Festival  

   During summer 2015 an innovative online Caribbean 

Art Auction will be set up by Innov-E that be com-

bined with a physical expo in South Florida, USA. 

field of access to opportunities to economically chal-

lenged kids from the developing world and the youth 

who are challenged with disabilities.” The key pro-

gram In Fall  2015 Innov-E will organize the first Pre-teen 

and Teen Short Film Contest for kids from the Do-

minican Republic, Haiti, Nicaragua and Florida. 

Slected 
 

grams will be “utilizing film 

making as a creative commu-

nication bridge between kids 

Selected kids will receive basic mobile film devices 

and coaching to participate in the Short Film Contest. 

Details will be listed on a special Contest Page.  

Innov-E has been founded “to promote a level playing 

  

 

 

in less developed nations with their counterparts in 

developed societies contribute to enhance creativity, 

global interaction and peaceful collaboration.  

Contact: Innov-E Website: Innov-E  

 
 Business Incubation in MENA  

 

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East 
and North Africa).  MENA

inc
 is the regional infoDev supported network of business 

incubators and technology parks. More information: 
 hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mo-

hammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

   Egypt Entrepreneurship Support through AUC 

  To compete on global level, the School of Business 

of the American University of Cairo (AUC) has 

identi 

The mission 

of the AUC 

V-Lab 
 

identified the three pillars of entrepreneurship, in-

novation and leadership as its main focus.  In col-

laboration with different partners AUC, School of 

Business in 2010 established an  Entrepreneurship 

and Innovation Program (EIP) that educates en-

trepreneurship students and connects them to angel 

and VC investors and mentors. The program aims at 

creating a healthy entrepreneurial environment to 

serve Egypt and the region.  

EIP activities have addressed more than 5,000 en-

trepreneurs from all over Egypt as well as in Leba-

non and Dubai. As part of EIP’s development it 

manages the AUC Venture Lab, the startup incuba-

tor of AUC New Cairo. It was set up to enable 

startups to capitalize on AUC’s facilities, 

knowledge base, and alumni network. 

V-Lab is to commercialize technologies and innova-

tions developed by Egypt-based startups to contribute 

to economic growth and  

job creation.  By utilizing AUC capabilities (staff, 

knowledge, faculty, facilities, space, brand name and 

services). V-Lab helps entrepreneurs with strong 

growth potential launch their startups successfully.  

In two cycles per year AUV V-Lab selects six to 

ten companies based on commercial viability and 

growth potential to provide them with space in addi-

tion to services along the incubation processes,  Gen-

eral requirements for being admitted to this program 

are a business plan,  a prototype/pilot/proof of con-

cept, an innovative approach (no copy cats. 

Contact: Prof. Karim Elseghir 

SDO Profile: AUC V-Lab 

http://www.relapi.org/site_novo/index.php
http://www.acceleratecaribbean.com/
http://www.infodev.org/EPIC
mailto:alix.landais@imcworldwide.com
mailto:consulestonia@yahoo.com
http://www.innov-efoundation.org/
mailto:disc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html
http://www.menainc.org/
mailto:m3allam@gmail.com
mailto:business@aucegypt.edu
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2849
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    Tunisia Creative Business Cup of Tunisia 

As part of its efforts to strengthen entrepreneurship 

and encourage creative entrepreneurial talent in 

Tunisia, the Arab Institute of Business Managers 

organizes for the 3
rd

  time the Creative Business Cup  

field of creative indus-

tries as listed above. 

Knowledge the English 

language is required 

since in Tunisia; an international competition that aims to 

select the best contractor in creative industries in the 

following areas: Architecture, Content production 

ex: video games, Advertising, Book publishing and 

Press, Music, Film & Video, Art & Crafts, Radio & 

TV, Gastronomy, and Recreational Activities. 

Existing businesses can participate as well as crea-

tive entrepreneurs having a business idea  in the 

field of  

since the Copenhagen international competition will 

be held in English. 

To participate in the CBC Tunisia, complete the 

registration form and submit it by June 10, 2015. 

The international CBC final will be held in Novem-

ber 2015 in Copenhagen. (See report / page XX) 

Contact: CBC Team, Website: CBC Tunisia  

To register visit website 

 
MENA Call for Green Entrepreneurs in Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia 

SwitchMed is calling Green Entrepreneurs for ap-

plications for a Training Program aimed at support-

ing eco-entrepreneurs in launching their businesses. 

to help developing green business plans and guide 

participants through their entrepreneurial adventure. 

More information is available in a leaflet that is 

available The program was started to  

- Provide knowledge and tools 

necessary for transforming an 

 
 

available for Algeria, Morocco, and 

Tunisia.  

In Morocco you can also get more 

inform innovative idea into a green business model 

- Turn environmental challenges into business 

opportunities  

Increase technical expertise in the field of eco-

design and improvement of the environmental 

performance of companies 

The training program will start in September 2015 

information from the website of the Foundation 

Young Entrepreneurs.  

More information about all detail of  the program in 

all three countries and how to apply on SwtichMed 

website   

Deadline for applications is May 31, 2015 

Contact: Giorgio Mosangini  at email  

  witchMed is calling Green Entrepreneurs for applica-

tions for a Training Program aimed at supporting eco-

entrepreneurs in launching their businesses. 

and will help developing green business plans that 

will guide participants through their entrepreneurial 

adventure.  

Morocco First Regional Conference of Med Culture held in Casablanca 

  Med Culture, an EU-funded program, held its first 

regional conference “Creativity and Culture for 

Development” in partnership with the Association 

sources of  funding; establish avenues for promoting 

culture among decision-makers and funding bodies; 

and give voice to emerging young professionals.  

Racines, April 27-29, 2015 in 

Casablanca, Morocco. This 

conference brought together 

more than 100 participants 

from   
 

A positive impact of action in the sector of culture is 

expected also on the other sectors and contributes to 

ensuring sustainable development process. A poll 

findings released in 2014 by the EU Neighborhood 

from 8 south Mediterranean countries together;  

representatives of ministries, the private sector and 

cultural practitioners and young professionals. 

Topics of discussion were the need for more public-

private collaborations, for national strategic plan-

ning, and for promoting culture in remote areas; 

identify innovative collaborations amongst profes-

sionals to improve mutual benefits; identify new 

sources  

Barometer found that 60% of the respondents think 

that culture contributes to economic development. 

Action of Med Culture focusing on introducing best 

practices in cultural management  therefore aims at 

reinforcing the social and economic values of culture 

through cultivating further  collaborations and ex-

changes within the culture  and other sectors.  

For more details see website  
  MENA Young entrepreneurs in Euro-Mediterranean Region will receive EU Support 

  The EU has started a new project: Euro-

Mediterranean Young Entrepreneurs (EMYE); a 

two year project co-funded by the “Euro-Medi-  

terranean 

- to create new business opportunities 

- 115 young professionals to be trained in 60 host 

enterprises 

-  

 

terranean Initia-

tive for the Pro-

motion of Youth 

Employment” is 

- Country presentations and B2B meetings: mis-

sions in Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and Italy. 
- Support to private sector and young profession-

als to improve conditions for private sector de-

velo supporting young professionals to run an enterprise. 

The project also will reinforce relationships and 

opportunities between enterprises from the EU and 

North Africa. The project will include  

- Networking among participating enterprises 

development and start-up of new enterprises. 

The criteria and applications for participation in 

trainings will be available on the WMYE website 

soon. 

Contact:  EMYE Brussels, EMYE website:  

  
 

http://www.spice-group.de/actual/#1062
mailto:cbc@iace.org.tn
http://www.iace.tn/articles/creative-business-cup-tunisian-national-competition/
http://www.iace.tn/formulaire-dinscription-cbc/
https://www.switchmed.eu/en/documents/tors/switchmed_leaflet_entrepeneurs_digital_algerie.pdf
https://www.switchmed.eu/en/documents/tors/switchmed_leaflet_entrepeneurs_digital_marroc_fje.pdf
https://www.switchmed.eu/en/documents/tors/switchmed_leaflet_entrepeneurs_digital_tunisie.pdf
http://www.fjemaroc.ma/
https://www.switchmed.eu/en/news/call-to-green-entrepreneurs-apply-to-our-training-programme-in-morocco-tunisia-and-algeria?utm_source=Call+for+entreprenurs&utm_campaign=a0250323b9-Appel_aux_entrepreneurs_verts_postulez&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9105c71ff-a0250323b9-261296689
mailto:gmosangini@scprac.org
http://www.medculture.eu/information/press-releases/casablanca-27-29-april-2015-rendez-vous-creativity-and-culture
http://www.enpi-info.eu/mainmed.php?id_type=1&id=39817&lang_id=450
mailto:bruxelles@italafricacentrale.com
http://www.italafricacentrale.com/emye/index.php?lang=en&Itemid=105
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Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 

  If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 

of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 

visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 

event on the list. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process.  
 
 

  
May 20, 2015 in Poznan, Poland: 20

th
 Anniversary Conference of Poznan S&T Park 

 

The 20
th

 Anniversary of Poznan 

Science & Technology Park will be 

celebrated with an International 

Conference 

 

of the formation of new, innovative companies. Interna-

tional experts from the US, Finland, and Germany will 

introduce to the discussion about experiences, good 

pracices and  

 
Conference “Cluster of Science, Technology and 

Innovation”. The conference will discuss the broad 

notion of technology transfer as well as the process 

practices and perspectives for future development 

Contact: Justyna Adamska  

Conference website; SDO Profile: PPNT  

    May 21–22, 2015 in Poznan, Poland: 24
th

 Annual Conference of PBICA 

 

The 24
th

 Annual Conference of the 

Polish Business and Innovation Canters 

Association (PBICA) under the title: 

“Services of Business and Innovation 

Centers in smart Specialization” will be 

held May 21-22, 2015 in Poznan, Poland. 

The conference will discuss the develop-

ment.  

ment of innovation services supporting smart growth 

strategies and innovation centers services. Thematic 

seminars and workshops are scheduled aimed at gener-

ating ideas for new services and innovation centers and 

discussing how to assess the quality of the centers. 

Contact: Marzena Mazewska  

Conference website; SDO Profile: PBICA / SOOiPP  

 

 
    

May 21–28, 2015 in South Africa: Forging Enterprise 2015 

Looking back – Leaning Forward is the motto of the 

“Forging Enterprise 2015” conference that is to be 

held in South Africa as part of the three weeks na-

tional 

Small Business Breakfasts, a Small 

Business Week, a National Small 

Business Assembly, and the 11
th
 

Ann 
 

program to mark 20 years of small business promo-

tion in South Africa. The program will consist of  

Small 

 

 

Annual ISME Forum (see also page XX of this Update) 

More information on website  

  May 26–28, 2015 in Cape Town, South Africa: 11th  INSME Annual Meeting 

The 11
th

 INSME Annual Meeting on "Technology 

and innovation for inclusive growth" will be held 

in South Africa as part of the three week long cele-

bration 

South Africa. INSME has published a Call 

for Papers for the 11th INSME Annual 

Meeting  
baration of 20 years of small business promotion in  

 

Contact for further details: INSME Secretariat 

    May 27–29, 2015 in Kaunas, Lithuania: The 20
th

 BALTIC Dynamics conference 

 

The Baltic Association 

of Science Technology 

Parks and innovation 

Centers (BASTIC) is 

holding 

Kaunas Regional Science Park and held in Kaunas, 

Lithuania, under the headline “Putting Keywords 

together in Innovation Ecosystem”. 

A Call for Papers is open until April 30, 2015.  

holding annual conferences in turns in the three Baltic 

States and in future also in Sweden and Finland.  

The Baltic Dynamics 2015 will be hosted by the 

Kaunas  

Proposals should be sent by email  

Contact:  Tomas Černevičius;  SDO Profile. BASTIC 

SDO Profile Kaunas Regional Science Park  

  May 28–29, 2015 in Rome, Italy: EBN TechCamp 2015 

Running incubators and accelerators needs continuous 

learning. Here is an opportunity: The EBN 

TechCamp 2015, organized in partnership with BIC 

Lazi 

Current ‘hot’ topics’ such as Lean Start-ups 

and Fab Labs. The second day will focus on 

Social Innovation. Additionally, three inter-

actions 
 

Lazio in Rome, Italy, will provide participants with 

know-how and methods to improve incubation and 

acceleration services for start-ups and SMEs. 

A one-day workshops will present and discuss current 

actions will run: Hackathons Thons, Business Model 

Canva, and Lego Serious Play! 

Information and registration see website  

Contact: Clarelisa Camilleri SDO Profile: BIC Lazio  

  May 28–29, 2015 in Vienna, Austria: Pioneers Festival 
First time the Pioneers Festival 2015 will not be held in 

the usual time at end of a year, but has moved to an 

earlier. 

In full swing – the total number 

of participants is limited to 2,500  
Earlier time. This time in will be held May 28 and 29, 

2015, as usual in Vienna. Ticket sales for the event are 

Contact: through website form 

Website: Pioneers Festival 

  

http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spice-group.de/pumbaa/events/edit.php?id=0
mailto:justyna.adamska@ppnt.poznan.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/en/program-konferencji.html#moveHere
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=43
mailto:m.mazewska@sooipp.org.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=51
http://www.osiba.co.za/forging_enterprise_2015
mailto:secretariat@insme.it
mailto:info@balticdynamics.com
mailto:ctomas@ktc.lt
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=81
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
http://ebntechcamp.eu/
mailto:clarelisa.camilleri@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1848
http://pioneers.io/festival2015
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  Jun 14–17, 2015 in Budapest, Hungary: XXVI ISPIM Innovation Conference 

The XXVI ISPIM Innovation Conference Hungary, 

organized by ISPIM in partnership with the National 

novation challenges for research, 

business and government  as well as  
Innovation Office and will bring together around 500 

innovation experts from 50 countries. The three-day 

program will include: The sessions will focus on in-

novation 

showcasing innovation in Hungary with presentations, 

workshops and site visits  

Conference website;  Contact: Iain Bitran 

    Jun 24–26, 2015 in Berlin, Germany: 2015 University-Industry Interaction Conference 

The University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) 

will host the 2015 University-Industry Interaction 

Conference in Berlin, Germany. Around 400 partici-

pants 
 

entrepreneurship. This conference 

is designed to network, learn and 

experience offering a wide variety 

 pants are expected to attend this conference making it 

a key event for academics, researchers, practitioners 

and business representatives involved innovation and 

of presentations, workshops, tours and numerous 

networking opportunities. 

visit website; Contact:  UIIN email; Website UIIN  

    Jul 17–19, 2015 in Berlin, Germany: SPICE Summer Workshop & 5
th

 SPICE Picnic 

 

Positive experiences made at the 

SPICE G&G Workshops held in Berlin 

in December during recent five years 

resulted 

and an excursion to interesting and beautiful places to 

have an enjoyable picnic together – a perfect oppor-

tunity for informal exchange of experiences and ideas. 

and .  

 

resulted in the wish to experience the work atmos-

phere of these meetings in warmer weather. The idea 

for a SPICE Summer Workshop was born. And, as the 

last SPICE Picnic is already too long ago we combine 

the workshop with visits to an art-food-music festival  

As usual this kind of SPICE events in general are “for 

members only”, but we offer the possibility for a lim-

ited number of invited guests to attend. If you are in-

terested in receiving an invitation, please contact us at 

email   Website SPICE Summer Workshop   

  Aug 6–8, 2015 in Buenos Aires, Argentina: SABF: Leaders meet outstanding Students 

The South American Business Forum, SABF is an 

event that takes place annually in Buenos Aires for 3 

days in the month of August. 

relevance for South Ameri-

ca. We expect that through  

dialogue and interaction 

between 
 

Each year the forum receives 100 outstanding univer-

sity students from around the world together with 40 

leaders of business, political and academic areas.  

The event explores topics of global importance and 

relevant 

between current and future leaders, a contribution to 

the sustainable development of the region can be made.  

Contact: María de la Puerta Echeverría,  

Website: SABF Conference  
 

    Aug 26–29, 2015 in Cape Town, South Africa: 8
th

 SA Innovation Summit 
The 8

th
 annual Innovation Summit at Cape Town Sta-

dium once again promises to deliver inventions, inno-

vations, networking opportunities and support. 

and Emerging companies with tech-

enabled solutions (details).  

The Vision to Reality awards program will  
The competitions for this SA Innovation Summit are 

open for applications until June 30, 2015 in two cate-

gories.   Start-ups or Research council/ academic 

institutions commercialization products (details)  

recognize and reward companies whose innovative 

solutions will have a significant impact on the growth 

of the African continent. At the  

Contact: email Website: SA Innovation Summit  

    Sep 20–22, 2015 in Berlin, Germany: Annual ADT Conference 

  

 

The Annual Conference 2015 of the 

German Business Incubation Associ-

ation, ADT will be held in the Tech-

nology 

Capital” of Germany and the place where the first 

German business incubator started in 1983.Stay tuned 

for more information on website  

 Technology Park Wuhlheide in Berlin – the “Startup  Contact: Andrea Glaser;  SDO Profile: ADT 

  Sep 22–25, 2015 in Beijing, China: IASP World Conference 

  The IASP World Conference 2015 will be held in 

Beijing, hosted by Zhogguancun Science Park. Under  

conferen 

will be discussed; under each of them: 

Track 1: New technologies; 2: New 

Industries 

 

 
conference theme “Science Parks and Areas of In-

novation: New Technologies, New Industries, New 

Communities” four main tracks and a number of 

thermes 

industries; 3: New communities and social innovation;  

4: The global dimension in Science.  

Contact: E. Lund lund@iasp.ws; SDO Profile: IASP 

    Sep 29–Oct 3, 2015 in Buffalo, USA: C3 - Connect, Collaborate, Create  
  The AURP 2015 International Conference in Buffalo, 

New York, hosted by the Buffalo Niagara Medical 

Campus 

to develop a knowledge-

based economy by increas-

ing by increasing 
 

Campus, will feature experts who will examine uni-

versity research park best practices and the strategies 

ing ties between university, government and industry. 

Website: http://international.aurp.net/ /  

   

http://conference.ispim.org/
mailto:bitran@ispim.org
http://www.call.university-industry.com/
mailto:office@uiin.org
http://www.uiin.org/index/sectionaboutuiin
mailto:larisa@spice-group.net
http://www.spice-group.de/actual/?start=0&search=summer+workshop#1041
mailto:maria.delapuerta@sabf.org.ar
http://www.sabf.org.ar/
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/category-2-pwc-vision-to-reality-competition/
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/category-1-startups/
mailto:email%20%20info@innovationsummit.co.za
http://www.innovationsummit.co.za/about/
http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
mailto:lund@iasp.ws
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=83
http://international.aurp.net/%20/
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  Nov 16 - 22, 2015 everywhere: Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 

  The Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 will be 

celebrated November 16 – 22, 2015. GEW brands 

itself as “the world’s largest celebration of the innova-

tors and job creators who launch startups that bring 

ideas 

to help them explore 

their potential as entre-

preneurs and innova-

tors. All kinds and 

sizes of 
 

ideas to life, drive economic growth and expand hu-

man welfare”.  

GEW inspires organizations and people everywhere 

through local, national and global activities designed  

sizes of activities are welcome to participate - from 

large-scale competitions and events to intimate net-

working gatherings. 

More information see website or check the GEW blog  

   Nov 17 - 19, 2015 Copenhagen, Demark: Creative Business Cup - Finals 

  The Creative Business Cup (CBC) is a global network 

and marketplace initiated to strengthen the business 

skills of creative entrepreneurs. CBC is looking for 

“new 

perience Economy 

(CKO) and supported 

by a wide range of 

organizations 
 

 “new and revolutionary business ideas stemming 

from the creative industries”. 

CBC is organized by the Center for Cultural and Ex-

perience 

organizations. CBC was launched in 2010 as a national 

competition and became international in 2012.  

More information on CBC website Contact:  ECBC  

  Mar 21 - 25, 2016 in Medellin, Colombia: Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016 

  After having been hosted in Kansas City, Dubai, 

Shanghai, Liverpool, Moscow, and Milan the GEC in 

2016 will be held in South America. Medellin, Co-

lombia 
 

al community of innova-

tion and entrepreneurship 

will meet in meet the third 
lombia converted into one of the most innovative and 

entrepreneurial cities will be the place where the glob-

al 

week of March 2016.  

More information see website or check the GEW blog 

       26
th

 SPICE BÄR Dinner – Turkish Cuisine and Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 
  The 16th SPICE BÄR Dinner took 

advantage of the beginning of the 

warmer the season in Berlin – at 

least 

 

friendly and fast service completed the positive picture 

and allowed to focus on discussing the development of 

Entrepreneurship Ecosystems and the roles various 

player least for most of the time. After the 

plates were emptied, but before the 

last 

 

players have. Also ways 

for using SPICA Directo-

ry the last drinks could be or-

dered rain convinced the 

SPICE BÄRs that it is worth 

trying the  indoor facilities of 

the Turkish restaurant „Black 

& White”.   
 

ry to describe entrepre-

neurship ecosystems and 

make this information 

easily accessible were 

evaluated - possibly offer-

ing users a rating system 

for The overall result of the evening is that this restaurant 

offers excellent food and an enjoyable atmosphere 

indoors as well as on the outdoor seats. The attentive, 

friendly 

for incubators and other organizations offering startup 

support. SPICA will soon come up with a beta version 

of such a system to allow some trying and testing. 

     

 

 

SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of 

the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although 

we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for 

website links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
 

 

And finally... 
The big international learning and networking event for this year, the NBIA conference in Denver, already is 

history – but there is more to come. Next on the Agenda are the upcoming conferences in Poznan, Poland and 

Kaunas, Lithuania. These events also will provide the environment for continuing discussion about the question 

how to provide better information about entrepreneurship ecosystems and make them easier to access. SPICA 

Directory is being considered being a tool for this purpose – with features that have to be developed and im-

plemented. We invite all readers to join this discussion. 

We wish you success for your activities in coming months (until next “SPICE Update”), invite you to send us 

information for publication, and hope meeting with you at one of the upcoming events. 

 

                 Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 

 

http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
http://www.creativebusinesscup.com/
mailto:cbc@cko.dk
http://www.gew.co/about
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mailto:update@spice-group.net

